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No need to showrivalry openly

Ahmad A Talib
I WAS told of a mee rebus stall in Taman Mel awati in U u Kl ang by Syed
Jami |, an old friend who | oves food

Syed clains that this stall serves the best nee rebus in the country, a
poi nt which | have yet to verify.

Syed' s been going to this stall for the | ast 10 years, which speaks
volune for his loyalty to the stall if not the quality of the food.

He sai d many peopl e know of the quality of the nee rebus sold there.

It's run by a manak husband and wi fe teamwho hail from Penang.

And since Syed hinself is fromKedah, | can i magi ne why he i s so taken
up by the food.

Penang fol k clai mto nake t he best mee rebus and popi ah. O course no
one can di spute that the best nasi kandar comes fromthe island.

My own favourite is one that's called Line dear, |ocated on one of the
si del anes near the fanous Chow asta narket.

There are quite a nunber of nasi kandar stalls in Kuala Lunpur, but none
can beat those from Penang

Syed told ne of this interesting story which he observed at the nee
rebus stall recently.

As usual he was enjoying his nmeal with a hot gl ass of Nescafe tarik.

He was into his second gl ass when he sawa faniliar figure who sat a few
tabl es fromhim

The manner the stall owner served this custonmer suggested that he was
al so anot her | oyal patron

The nee rebus arrived just after he sat down. The nan and the stal
operator chatted anmiably for a while.

Putting the ever-present handphone on the table, the man proceeded to
concentrate on the matter at hand.

After the neal, the man picked up his handphone, stabbed a few nunbers,
said ok, and ordered a few take-away packets

The stall owner duly conplied. Having paid the bill, the man wal ked to
his car and was out of sight within seconds.

Syed was doing all the observation in between sips of his favourite
drink. He called the stall owner over and asked himif he knew who he had
just served.

The man's reply was sinple and straightforward: "I know himlike I know
you- | ah.

"Sepul uh tahun sini nmee rebus makan, saya tau-lah (O course | know who
he is ... he's been eating ny nee rebus for the last 10 years)."

But he couldn't tell Syed the man's nane. It's quite common to see stal
operators selling good food serving VIPs day i n, day out and yet they know
little of the people they are serving.

Their main concernis to sell good food - who buys them who eats them
doesn't really matter.

In this case, the VIP was the Governor of the Central Bank, Tan Sri Al
Abul Hassan

It seens that he bought extra nee rebus to take to his office where his
staff were having sone neetings

It was quite thoughtful of him Syed said, addi ng that npst often bosses
woul d get one of the office boys to do all those chores.

This was quite different fromanot her scene which Syed related to ne.

It happened overseas quite recently and i nvol ved a seni or nenber of the



Cabi net .

Remar ks made by the M nister were heard by many newsnen who t hought that
t hey were unnecessary and quite in bad taste.

It seens that the episode happened when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad was gi ving a Press conference at the end of a regional
conference in Hanoi, Vietnam

The Mnister had to sit el sewhere because the two chairs were taken by
the PMand anot her senior M nister.

When t he Press conference was over, the Mnister took to task protocol
officers in atone that reflected nuch anger and frustration.

Sone nedia friends told ne there was a trace of jeal ousy as well.

Ri valries and conpetition between friends and col | eagues are not
uncommon and in some i nstances help to bring out the best workw se.

But | agree with Syed that a person of such hi gh standi ng shoul d not
di spl ay such feelings openly.

Whet her it was an oversight on the part of the protocol officers or not
is another matter, but a Mnister spitting out words of reprimand agai nst
an officer in public may not yield the desired result.

And what's worse, the whol e epi sode t ook pl ace abroad.

Per haps the M ni ster should join the Bank Negara Governor for nee rebus
at Taman Mel awat i

( END)
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