15/ 10/ 1998
No need to appoint DPMwhile |I'maway: Dr Mahathir

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, who | eaves for a five-day
visit to Japan today, says there is no need for himto appoi nt a Deputy
Prime Mnister while he is away.

"l have two Deputy Hone M nisters (Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali and Dat uk
Ong Kah Ting) and there is al so a Second Fi nance M ni ster (Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned) , " he said after [aunching the National Unity Day cel ebrationin
Kual a Lumpur yest erday.

"They can contact ne anytinme ... no problem... if there is a need, |
can fly back. It is just a six-hour flight fromTokyo," said Dr Mahathir,
who is al so First Finance M nister and Hone M nister.

Asked to comment on a neeting between Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahims wfe
Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah | smail and US Anbassador John Mallot, Dr Mahathir
sai d the Governnment does not prevent anyone neeting anybody.

"I'f they want to neet, we are not stopping them... just do not tell
lies, that's all," he said, apparently referring to the forei gn nedia.

( END)
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