12 JAN 1998
Hanm d- Cohen
NO NEW PURCHASE OF DEFENCE EQUI PMENT, US TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 12 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia told the United States today
that there woul d be no new purchase of defence equipnment for its arnmed
forces because of the country's econom ¢ downturn and the depreciation of
the Ringgit.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said he conveyed the
government's decision to US Secretary of Defence WIIiam Cohen who want ed
to know Mal aysia's policy on the matter.

Any expenses woul d be for the maintenance and servicing of existing
def ence equi pment, he told reporters after Cohen called on himat Wsna
Per t ahanan here.

Cohen, who arrived here yesterday as part of his tour to several Asean
countries, held a closed door discussion with Syed Ham d and the top brass
in the armed forces. He al so attended the two-day Pacific D al ogue which
began t oday.

Syed Ham d said they al so di scussed bilateral issues and the United
States in particular wanted to know Mal aysi a's stand on several issues
especi al ly defence and security under the presence condition.

"Apart from di scussing intelligence cooperation and efforts to enhance
ties in defence science, | told himthat all defence planni ng woul d
continue," he said.

He said Cohen wanted to know whet her Mal aysia would continue to send
mlitary officers for training in the US under the International Mlitary
Education and Training (I MET) and Bil ateral Training Consultancy G oup
(BI TACG) .

Syed Hanmi d said Mal aysia would conti nue sending the office for training
in selected fields since all expenses would be by the US.

Cohen was also told that Mal aysia was satisfied with earlier discussion
resulting in a five-year contract to maintain and service US Air Force
Hercul es C- 130 aircraft at Airod.

Cohen who has good ties with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad since during his days as senator assured Mal aysia that the US woul d
continue to its ties with Mal aysia under whatever situations, he said.

He believed the United States would continue its comitment to Mal aysia
and woul d be with Malaysia in good and bad tines.

Syed Hanmid also told Cohen of Malaysia's commtnment to send its troops
to serve with SFOR (Stabilisation Force) together with other troops from
NATO and the United States in Bosni a-Herzegovi na after the nmandate expired
in June.

"For the nonment, the governnent's decision is to continue to deploy its
troops pendi ng the outcone of discussions in March," he said.

He said the discussion was to commt the continued participation for
Nat o and US forces in Bosnia and so far Mal aysia had agreed to continue its
committnment in that country. -- BERNAVA
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