31 MAY 1998
Sabbar uddi n- Muhanmad
NO OBSTACLE TO MUHAMVAD TO RETURM AS UWVNO VI CE- PRESI DENT, SAYS SABBARUDDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, May 31 (Bernama) -- There is nothing to obstruct fornmer
Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Haji Mihamad Taib fromresum ng his
post as Umo vice-president, party secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik
sai d today.

"Who says there's obstrauction,” he said when asked by reporters
whet her there was any technicality that could stop Mihanmad from returning
to his party post.

"Hi s reason for taking | eave of absence fromthe post was so as not to
hanper the investigation against him..if that is the reason, there is no
problem..it is up to the suprenene council and him" he said.

Sabbar uddi n was asked to coment on Muhammad's status in Umo foll ow ng
his acquittal by a district court in Brisbane, on two counts of falsely
declaring the noney he was bringing into Australia on Dec 16, 1996, and
failing to declare nore than A$1.26 nillion (RM2.9 nmillion) when |eaving
for New Zeal and six days |ater

He said what was inportant was that Mihammad had taken | eave and had
not resigned fromhis vice-president's post.

He said that previously former Mel aka chief mnister Tan Sri Abdu
Rahi m Tanby Chi k had al so taken | eave from his post as Umo Youth | eader

Asked whet her, just l|like Rahimwho was reinstated as Umo Youth | eader
after he was acquitted by the court, Mihanmad had a right to return to his

vi ce-president's post, Sabaruddin said: "It's not a question of right...the
guestion is he was on | eave.™
Hence, it was up to the Umo suprene council, which had approved

Muhammad' s | eave, he said, adding that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had announced yesterday that the suprenme council would
di scuss the matter at its nmeeting on June 8.

Sabbaruddin al so said that it would be good if Mihanmad or anyone el se
owni ng property abroad sold their assets and brought back the nmoney to
boost Malaysia's ringgit position.

Earlier, Sabbaruddin, who is Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister
| aunched the MCA's "Menyemar akkan Semangat Cintai Mal aysia" canpaign to
pronmote | ove for Malaysia through | ocal songs at Merdeka Square, here.
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