11/ 08/ 1998

No one i s bigger than sports or the country

NOWwho can bl ane Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for bei ng
i ndi gnant and di sgusted with some of our self-serving and spoilt athletes
and officials? Most Mal aysi an are, too.

Typically, Dr Mahathir went to the crux of the matter, decrying the | ack
of national pridein athletes and officials who put their own interests
before that of the nation

He threw a sharp left jab at these errant sports people, saying the
di sputing parties should engage i n a boxing match with the wi nner
representing the country in the KL Ganes.

It would be wonderful if these people took cogni sance of the PMs
repri mand. But knowi ng how shallowthey are, it will likely fall on deaf
ears. And they will continue doing their nischief with inpunity.

Self-interest - that is the nmalady afflicting our sports. The di sease
has spread fromour increasingly nmaterialistic society to sports - borne
| argely by self-serving officials and politicians who have corrupted our
sportsmen and wonen.

I't has conprom sed our val ues and principles, with greed and bigotry
suppl anting i deal s and a sense of fairplay. And our sports is suffering.
Just |l ook at the calibre of our footballers. Once the best in Asia, now
they are a pathetic lot mired in nmediocrity and corruption.

W never had problens with athletes in the past, at | east not of this
magni t ude and shame. Those were t he days when sportsnmen took great pride
in playing for the country. They al ways gave their best and never shaned
the national fl ag.

Peopl e I'i ke Wng Peng Soon, Tan Ai k Huang, Punch Gunal an, Dr Man
Jegat hesan, Rabuan Pit, Mkht har Dahari and nmany nore were not only great
athl etes, but great individuals.

They didn't expect anything in return, certainly not the rewards
| avi shed on athletes inrecent tines. Their only reward was often just a
pat on the back.

They never conpl ai ned or whi ned as being a national athlete was a reward
initself. Just ask badm nton great Ng Boon Bee, who renmi ned a neter-
reader for much of his working life

These days, they want to know what there is in themplaying even before
t hey don national col ours. Sonme, |ike sone footballers and badmni nton
pl ayers, even spurn the call-up because it doesn't pay them enough

Spoilt by easy wealth after just margi nal success, they think they are
bi gger than the game. Bigger even than the country.

That is the problem Bad attitude

It is so disheartening for soneone |i ke ne who has seen t he degeneration
of our sporting standards and deni grati on of our sporting val ues over the
years.

It canme even as a bi gger shock when A ynpi c Council of Mal aysi a general -
secretary Sieh Kok Chi tried to deny an athl ete, who had won her pl ace
fair and square, in favour of another

I've known Kok Chi since | started ny sportswiting career in 1975 and
had great respect for his single-mndedness in preserving what is right in
sports. He often found hinsel f at | oggerheads with other officials for his
unconprom si ng st and.

But his controversial handling of the selection of the rhythmc
gymastic teamhas raised all sorts of questions. His veiled threats to



t he parents of the four gymasts nowrai se questions about his integrity
and OCM s credibility.

Kok Chi had no busi ness even suggesting to Sarina Sundara Raj ah's fat her
that his daughter step down to nake way for Farah Zelinah Kenmal, who had
finished fifth in the order of nerit.

Fol  owi ng the threat of the fathers of the four gymmasts that they would
pul | their daughters out of the Ganes if Farah was sel ected, Kok Chi even
suggested that the OCMwoul d not pay for the fourth gymast.

Kok Chi deni es acting under pressure fromthe top, but he was wong to
have done what he did anyway. It was not only unethical, but he clearly
overstepped his authority.

He, in fact, violated the very Aynpic principles he is supposed to be
safeguarding - the interest of the athlete without fear or favour

Wiy are OCM or is it only Kok Chi, being so accommodating in Farah's
case, anyway? Hasn't it been past practice to channel all grievances and
appeal s of individuals through their associations?

It's becone one unpl easant concoction. A nmaze of intrigue leading to
wal | s of deception and the public are not amused.

Fol | owi ng t he due process of qualifying standards, the selection of the
gymast s shoul d not be questioned as the top four were pi cked. The MGF and
t heir coaches know best and it was courageous of themto stand by their
decision as, it nowtranspires, they had outside influence to deal with.

| salute MGF president Dr Zakaria Ahnmad for his comitnent to see
justice done. W need nore nen of principles in sport.

| can i magi ne how di sappoi nted Farah nust be. But it's not for her to go
around telling people that she is better than the other gymasts or demand
that she be, not only sel ected, but named anmong the top three.

The M3 coaches are the sanme peopl e who sel ected Farah in the past. So
it is unfair nowto accuse themof being biased. They obviously know
Farah's current formis not good enough.

Athletes like to think they are better than their closest rivals, just
like politicians do. But it is not for themto say so as we have
conpetitions and elections to decide that. And it is a fact that the best
do not always win in both cases. But the results have to be accept ed,
ot herwi se there woul d be chaos and anar chy.

Past performances al so do not nmean a thing in sports. O herw se, we
woul d be pre-selecting our athl etes without any need for selection trials
based on current form OCM and Kok Chi of all people, knowthat as they
are the ones who enforce this rule.

It is so easy for an athlete, particularly a gymmast, to lose formin a
short period after a scintillating performance. There are so many factors
i nvol ved and gymastics i s nuch nore cruel than other sports in that
suppl eness and youth are key factors.

Far ah, despite her many achi evenents, may have to concede that, at 18,
she may be too old and that it is pointless to keep waving her past
records.

Athletes don't dictate terns, anyway, whoever they may be.

And let's put an end to the unpl easant Roslin Hashi mfarce. He nade his
bed and rmust lie on it although his enployers Nusa Mahsuri and their
synpat hi sers are cooki ng up new conspiracy theories, |ike the Kel antan
BA's al l eged failure to subnit Roslin's appeal to BAM

Thank God for athletes like Shalin Zulkifli, Ong Beng Hee and Ni co
Davi d who keep a neasure of sanity in our sports.

Today is the closing date for the registration of athletes for the
Ganes. Let us hope that good sense, fairplay and, nost of all, justice
will prevail

( END)
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