20/ 06/ 1998
No objections to contests for top posts

Fauzi ah | smai |

UMNO pr esi dent Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and hi s deputy Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi msai d yesterday they are agreeabl e to nenbers' call for a
contest of the top two posts in the party.

"W feel that if nenbers want a contest, by all means, do,"” Dr Mahathir
said at a press conference at the end of the first day of the Umo General
Assenbly in Kual a Lunmpur.

"But as far as | amconcerned, if anybody contests against ny deputy, |
wi | | support the incunmbent,” he added.

Anwar, asked if he woul d support the i ncunbent of the presidency if he
(the president) is chall enged, said: "I have made specific nention of that
in ny speech yesterday (at the opening of the Youth and Wanita assenblies
on Thursday)."

Anwar sai d he had never nmade any reference to the possibility of
chal l engi ng the president, blamngit instead on the intrepretation of the
nmedi a, especially the foreign nmedia, of the speech he made when openi ng
t he Johor Umo convention | ast week.

"What | said in Johor was while we have to recogni se the role of the
currency traders and the flaws in the international financial system we
wi Il have to nmake t he necessary adj ust nents oursel ves.

"That we have been doing ... what have we done in the |ast few nonths,

i f not make the necessary adjustnments in sonme new progranmmes or policy
changes, including the establishnent of the Asset Managenent Conpany,
corporate governance, effective regulatory franework ... this is on-
goi ng. "

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked about Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahi d
Hami di's statenment on the rol e pl ayed by his son, Umo Youth treasurer
Mokhzani Mahat hir, acting as a bridge between hi mand t he Yout h wi ng.

"l do not think he (Zahid) neant it that way. He is a Suprenme Council
menber and in the Supreme Council, | amavail able.

"He (Zahi d) does not need to use my son as a bridge. People nay see it
as anot her formof nepoti smby using ny son to influence ne."

Asked to el aborate on his statenent on anti-|eadership activities inhis
presidential address earlier during the day, Dr Mahathir saidit is a
uni versal trend nowfor econonies to be attacked prior to governnents
bei ng bl amed for causing it.

"First, we see an attack on the economy. Then, there is an attack on the
Gover nnent where the Government is blaned for the economi c probl ens.

"There is a pattern. We are seeing this happen worl dwi de. By so doi ng
(bl am ng the Governnent), the attention is diverted anay fromthe
attackers of the economes."”

Dr Mahathir said he will address Umo Youth's call for an introduction
of anti-trust legislation at the end of the assenbly while Anwar will
reply on the call for Pengurusan Danaharta Nasional to hel p out the snall-
and medi um si zed i ndustri es.
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