08/ 07/ 1998

No pl ans for staggered working hours outside KL

BANG , Tues. - There are no plans to extend the concept of staggered
wor ki ng hours to governnent departnents outside the Federal capital dueto
the cost invol ved.

Public Service Departnent Director-Ceneral Tan Sri Dr Mazl an Ahmad said
t he departnent had to be sure the concept was effective and to study, if
adj ust ment s were needed, before deciding to extend it nati onw de.

"W need sone tinme to gather feedback to see if the public nmakes full
use of the system" he said after opening a sem nar on Renewal of the
Public Service towards the 21st Century.

He was representing Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul
Hali mAli at the sem nar organi sed by Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia's
Political Science Departnent, Mal aysi an Admi ni strative Moderni sati on and
Manpower Pl anning Unit and UKM s Political Science G aduates' Association.

I n January, staggered working hours were extended to all governnent
departrments in the Federal capital. Ofices open from7.30amto 4.45pm
fromMndays to Fridays, and 7.30amto 1. 15pmon Sat urdays.

Mazl an said this was one of the steps taken towards speedier
adm ni strative processes. He was comenting on Prinme M ni ster Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's call to the public service to reduce red tape.
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