11/11/ 1998

No possibility of rigging postal votes, says Syed Ham d

THERE i s no possibility that postal votes cast by nenbers of the arned
forces coul d be rigged, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar sai d.

Menmbers of the armed forces cast their votes in the presence of El ection
Conmi ssion officers, he said, replying to points rai sed during the debate
on the Supply Bill 1999.

To a proposal by Mhamed Sabu (Pas-Kubang Kri an) that representatives be
allonwed to witness the casting of postal votes, Syed Ham d said this was
not possible as the arned forces should be free frompolitical activities.

He sai d the presence of representatives fromthe various parties woul d
expose the canps to political activities.

He al so said the Royal Ml aysian Air Force fighter jets would be
nmobi | i sed "for appropriate action" if there were nmore encroachnents into
Mal aysi an ai rspace by the Republic of Singapore Air Force.

Syed Ham d sai d t he Governnent woul d no | onger conprom se on i ssues
concerning the country's security or sovereignty.

He said special privilege given to RSAF aircraft to use Ml aysi an
ai rspace was termnated on Sept 18.

He said the Governnment had taken vari ous neasures to act agai nst such
encroachment s.

These i ncl uded di pl omatic protests and stepping up nonitoring of
Mal aysi an ai rspace

"The defence forces have al so acquired an air defence radar systemwhich
is capable of tracing lowflying aircraft which encroach into Ml aysi an
ai rspace. "

Last week, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d Si ngapore
aircraft on search and rescue operati ons would be granted i medi ate
perm ssion to enter Ml aysi an ai rspace.

Thi s was agreed at a neeting between Dr Mahat hir and Si ngapore Prine
M ni ster Goh Chok Tong | ast week.

Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Musa told the House that al
rural areas in Peninsular Mal aysia woul d be suppliedwith electricity and
pi ped water by 2000.

"W have targeted 2010 for rural areas in Sabah and Sarawak to have
electricity and pi ped water,"” he said in his wi nding up speech on the
Supply Bill 1999.
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