24 MAR 1998
Mahat hi r - Bum put er a
NO PROPCSAL TO HAVE A BUM PUTERA ECONOM C CONGRESS- DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today the government has no proposal to have a
Bum put era Econom ¢ Congress after having set up the National Economc
Action Council (NEAC).

"Neverthel ess the government will ensure that Bum putera interests are
chanpi oned and defended," he said during Question Time in the Dewan Rakyat.
He said efforts to continue with progranmes to reduce poverty, expand

smal | and nmedi um scal e i ndustries and education which nostly invol ved
Bum put eras were proof of the governnent's commitnent in this matter of
protecting Bum putera interests.

"However as a pragmatic governnent, we also do realise that programmes
to hel p Bum puteras very much required rapid econom ¢ expansion,"” he said.

Hence the government had to take neasures to speed up national economc
expansi on even though it mght be viewed as creating a | oss to Bum puteras
in the short run

This matter should be viewed in the long term context when Bum puteras
woul d reap the benefits of econom c expansion, the Prinme Mnister said.

Dr Mahathir also said the NEAC set up by the government to nonitor and
handl e the national econom c problenms would exist until the country
attained full econom c recovery.

He noted a positive change in the national economic situation wth
signs that the econonmy was becom ng stronger and nore stable.

"The KLSE Conposit Index and the ringgit's exchange rate are not only
hi gher but have not experienced the ups and downs conmon in the past,"” he
sai d.

To a question as to whether the governnent proposed to cut the salaries
of ministers, deputy mnisters and parlianentary secretaries by between 30
and 50 per cent, Dr Mahathir said the government had no such pl ans.

He al so said the governnent did not have the power to reduce the
salaries of top corporate officials.

"Such decisions rest with the conpani es concerned,"” he added. --
BERNANA
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