23/ 09/ 1998

No reason to decl are an emergency: PM

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said there is no reason to
decl are a state of energency follow ng the arrest of Datuk Seri Anwar

I brahi mand ot hers involved in organi sing street marches, mainly in the
city, to back the forner deputy prime mnister's cause.

The situation in the country foll ow ng Anwar's detenti on under the
Internal Security Act (I SA) is under control.

"OF course a couple of thousand people are with him but the vast
majority of Malaysia's 22 m|lion people are quite happy with the
situation now," he told a news conference in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

The Prine M nister was asked whet her the Government will declare a state
of enmergency foll owi ng nmass street denobnstrations | ast Sunday, which
turned unruly in sone places inthe city. Anwar was detai ned on Sunday
ni ght for threatening national security.

"I don't think there is any cause for any energency,"” Dr Mahathir said.

Mari na Yusof, a former nenber of Umo, was quoted by AFP as sayi ng t hat
Dr Mahathir m ght declare an energency "to further discredit Anwar
supporters". She accused Dr Mahathir as a "revengeful person", as shown by
the arrest of Umo Youth chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di in Kota Ki nabal u.

Dr Mahathir said he will leave it to the party to deterni ne Ahnmad
Zahid's positionin Umo. "That will be determined by the party. | don't
determ ne by nysel f," he said.

The Umo president said the police had arrested the Umo Youth chief for
his involvenment inorganisingillegal rallies. Several other Umo nenbers
have al so been arrested for their involvenent inillegal denonstrations.

Meanwhi | e, the | sl am ¢ Youth Movenent of Ml aysia (Abinm) nmenbers were
not involved in public disturbances which broke out two days ago, its
assi stant secretary-general, Yusri Mbhanmad sai d yesterday. Abi mwill
explaintoits nenbers regardi ng the detention of their four | eaders under
the | SA, he said.

And i n anot her devel opnent, the 20 el ected menbers of the Umo Youth
Mal aysi a executive comrittee said yesterday they have | ost confidence in
the head of the novenment - Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di.

They signed a menorandumto this effect and will hand it over to Umo
secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik today.

They expressed di sappoi nt ment over the attitude of Zahid in not
"transl ati ng" the decision of the Unnpo Supreme Council to expel Datuk Seri
Anwar |brahimfromthe party.

Meanwhi | e Brickfields deputy district police chief Supt Mohamed Sal i m
Abbas yesterday nmet wife of former deputy prine mnister Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Wan | smai|l at her residence at Bukit Damansara, Kual a Lumpur.
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