29/ 03/ 1998
No recal |l of students (HL)

El i zabet h John
GUAR CHEMPEDAK, Sat. - The Governnent will not recall 12,794 sponsored
student s studyi ng overseas despite the economni c probl ens.

Educati on M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the students, a
majority of whomwere in their final year, included those sponsored by the
m ni stry, Public Service Departnment, Mara, Petronas, Syarikat Tel ekom
Mal aysi a Berhad any Tenaga Nasi onal Ber had.

He said the decision was taken after a recent nmeeting with Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mand Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni st er Dat uk Must apa Mohaned.

"The deci sion took into account the fact that we have st opped sendi ng
students overseas this year, saving us RML35 nillion.

"Furthernore, recalling students who are al nost conpleting their
educati on nmay adversely affect their acadeni c performance, " he told
reporters after opening the Yan Umo di vi si onal del egates' neeting today.

O the 12,794 students, 4,312 are sponsored by the Public Service
Departnment, the mnistry and Mara in universities inthe UKand 1,783 in
the US.

Pet ronas, Tel ekomand Tenaga sponsored 2,041 in the two countries while
the remai ni ng 4,658 are studying at universities in other countries.

Najib said the ministry expected about 6,500 of the total nunber
studyi ng overseas to return in two years.

He al so announced that sonme 1, 000 Mal aysi ans doing their A-levels
overseas woul d be allowed to conplete their course.

However, only those who obtained places in tier-one or excellent foreign
uni versities, would be all owed to continue with their degree programes.

Naji b said the Government had al so approved an additi onal allocation of
bet ween RVMbOO nmillion and RVM6O0 million to various nministries to support
t he students who were conpl eting their studi es overseas.

He al so said that by 2001, the Governnent woul d only sponsor about 400
students to study abroad and only in tier-one universities such as Oxford
and Canbridge in the UK

He said ot her students would have to do their degrees locally as the
cost of education was | ower and the quality at par with that of foreign
uni versities.

On postgraduate students, Najib said only those doing di ssertations for
their Master's degree progranmmes woul d be recal |l ed whil e those fol | ow ng
taught Master's progranmmes woul d be al |l owed to conti nue.

On March 5, Najib announced that public and private universities had
al | ocated 2, 305 pl aces for Ml aysi an students abroad who woul d have to
return due to the econom c probl ens.

The need for nore places in local institutions of higher |earning had
becone nore acute in view of the econoni ¢ downt urn.

Mara and PSD were previously studying the possibility of recalling sone
of their schol ars and negotiating with several |ocal universities and
private institutions for the placenent of its students, anong t hem
Uni versiti Mal aya and Universiti Tenaga Nasi onal
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