27/ 10/ 1998

"No request from Manila for neet

W SMA Putra has yet to get any request from Manila for Philippine

Presi dent Joseph Estrada to nmeet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the Asia-Pacific Econonmi ¢ Cooperation (Apec) | eaders neeting
next nont h.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi said this when asked
yesterday about a statenment on Saturday by Phillipine Arbassador to
Mal aysia Jose Brillantes that arrangenents are being made for the
bil ateral neeting.

Estrada nade headlines recently with his criticisnms of the Ml aysi an
Governnent over the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand at one point
had t hreatened to boycott the neeting in Kuala Lunmpur starting Novenber
17.

Abdul | ah spoke at a news conference after neeting his New Zeal and
counterpart, M Don MKinnon, in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Asked if the security during the Apec | eaders' neeting will be tightened
in view of the increasingly violent denpbnstrati ons staged by those who
support the so-call ed Reformasi novenent, Abdullah said the police will
decide if there is need for additional security.

Apec groups 18 countries in the Asia-Pacific, fromthe US to Japan. The
Kual a Lunpur neeting will admit Russia, Vietnam and Peru as new nenbers.
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