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NO RESSON TO DELAY NORTH POLE FREE- FALL, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today there is no reason to delay several progranmes including the North
Pol e Free-Fall because of current econom c woes.

The prime mnister said such progranmmes had nothing to do with the
regi onal economic turmoil caused by the weakened currencies.

"What has it got to do with econony...its (the expedition) cost is not
that much...if that's the case then we have to postpone Sukom football, we
post pone everything then everyone will sit and | anent over the econony,"” he
sai d when asked to coment on a suggestion that the expedition be postponed
until the econony recovered.

He was speaking to reporters after launching the free-fall expedition
to the North Pole at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force Base at Sungei Besi,
here.

Dr Mahathir al so witnessed a display by 16 parachutists who woul d nmake
up the expedition. The expedition, which included wonman parachuti st
Nor dzi ah Mohd Noor, would plant the national flag "Jalur Gemlang", at the
North Pole. A Proton Wra 1.5 would al so be dropped together with the
group.

At the cerenpny, Dr Mahathir al so handed over the national flag to
expedi tion | eader, Abdul Rahi m Dahal an

On Friday, the expedition menbers would | eave for Mdoscow, Russia and on
April 15 they woul d depart for Khatanga, Siberia to nmake final preparation
and train for three days.

On April 18, the group would |l eave for the North Pole and all the 16
parachutists are scheduled to make their junp at a height of 3,000 netres
(10,000 feet). -- BERNAVA
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