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No truth in talk on cutting defence ties with S pore

Kamar ul Yunus

THE suggestion that Mal aysi a woul d cease defence cooperation with

Si ngapore as a result of strained rel ati ons between the two countries is
nmere specul ati on, says Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

"W have not decided on anything. It is just a speculation,” Dr Mahathir
said after opening the three-day Heli Asia '98 exhibition in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

On talk that Malaysia is reviewing its participation in the Five-Power
Def ence Arrangenent (FPDA), in which Singapore is also a nmenber, he said:
"I don't know about areview... as far as we are concerned, the agreenent
is still on."

The other participating countries of the FPDA are the UK, Australia and
New Zeal and.

The Government will | ook into conplaints and reports of frequent
i ntrusi ons by Singapore fighter jets despite the withdrawal of a "bl anket
approval " for the use of Ml aysi an ai rspace by Republic of Singapore Air
Force (RSAF) aircraft, he said.

Ef fective Septenber 18, Mal aysi a had al so wi t hdrawn t he wai ver to apply
for diplomatic clearance for RSAF aircraft to conduct |owflying training
over Johor and term nated the joint search-and-rescue operations.

On donestic devel opnents, Dr Mahathir said, the police have not and will

not use excessive force to deal with the illegal gatherings of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mi s supporters.
"They use wat er cannon, just to wet them(denonstrators) ... danmpen

their spirit. That is all. They have not beaten anybody hal f-dead, " he
sai d, when asked to coment on the di sturbance in Kanpung Baru | ast
Sat ur day ni ght.

Unl i ke previ ous occasi ons, the | atest denobnstrati on had turned r owdy,
with denmonstrators throw ng stones and sharp objects, causing injuries to
pol i cemen and danmage to public properties.

"They even brought along with thembottl es of kerosene and petrol to
produce nol otov cocktail,"™ Dr Mahathir said.

Qobvi ously these people are hoping to create a situation simlar to that
inJakarta which led to the resignation of former | ndonesi an Presi dent
Suharto, he said.

"OF course, they like it to be nore violent and conti nuous so that the
Government will be toppled. If the Governnent is toppled, therewill be no
trial and Anwar will be get away scot-free,” he added.

The Prime M nister was respondi ng to questions regardi ng acti ng Umo
Yout h chi ef Dat uk Hi shanuddi n Hussei n's cl ai mthat expel | ed nenbers of the
yout h novenent were working fromabroad to toppl e the Government through
viol ent denmonstrations so that Anwar woul d not have to go to trial.

The police have not provoked the denonstrators, it was the reverse, he
sai d.

"Cbvi ously, they (denonstrators) want to be provoked ... they need an
excuse ... why else would they cone armed with sharp objects and stones?"
Dr Mahat hir said.
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