02 OCT 1998
Mohanmed- RTM
NO ULTERI OR MOTI VE FOR NOT Al RING ANVMAR S COURT CASE AS HEADLI NE NEWS

PULAU PINANG Cct 2 (Bernama) -- Information M nister Datuk Mhaned
Rahmat said today the RTM staff on duty |ast Tuesday had no ulterior
nmotives for not airing Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims court case as one of the
top stories in their TV news.

He said it was the mnistry's responsibility to dissem nate infornmation
to the people and rejected the possibility of a sabotage by certain RTM
newsr oom personnel for not highlighting the court case as a headline story.

"Before a news itemis aired, the staff will discuss it first. | nyself
don't know why the RTM newsroom did not highlight Anwar's court case as one
of the top stories as it was the main story of the day,"” he said.

He said he held a neeting with the staff yesterday and advi sed themto
ensure that such things did not recur in future

The matter could be due to a m sjudgenent, he told reporters when asked
to corment on a letter to the forumcolum of a |ocal newspaper on the role
of the Information Mnister and RTMin dissem nating information to the
peopl e.

Mohamed al so said Mal aysi ans have the wi sdomto assess the news
publ i shed by the foreign nedia and would not be easily influenced by their
di storted versions.

He said the people know the actual situation in the country although
the foreign nmedia twi sted the facts as though Mal aysia was in serious
political turmoil follow ng the expul sion of Anwar fromthe governnent and
umo.

The foreign nmedia had been working for a long tine to destroy the
country through their negative reports but their attenpts failed m serably
as Mal aysia was still strong, stable and progressive.

" They have failed many tinmes and we will prove to themthat they wll
continue to fail to ruin our country," he said.

He al so said his mnistry would hold briefing sessions for its
enpl oyees nationwide to explain Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad' s action to sack Anwar fromthe governnent and Umo.

He kicked off the session in Pulau Pinang today by briefing heads of
departnments and agenci es under his mnistry.

He al so urged the mnistry's staff not to be involved in any reform
nmovenments or participate in denonstrations to topple the government as it
was agai nst the general orders and the country's | aws.

He hoped that other ministries would also hold simlar briefing
sessions to ensure that the government machinery functioned snoothly
towards reviving the econony and bring progress to the country.

Earlier, speaking at the presentation of excellent service awards for
the mnistry staff in the northern region, he urged themto inprove their
quality of service and strive to help establish a clean, efficient and just
gover nnent .
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