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Abdul | ah- Law
NOBCDY | S ABOVE THE LAW SAYS ABDULLAH BADAW

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 2 (Bernama) -- Law- abiding people should not fear
living in Ml aysia as evidenced by the the good |life Ml aysians are
enj oyi ng, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said today.

However, he said nobody - even the popular, the powerful or the
i nfluential - was above the |law in Ml aysi a.

"If you are okay with the law, you should not fear living in Ml aysia
at all and many people are happy living in Ml aysia, enjoying a good life
there,"” he told the CNBC tel evision channel in an interview from New York
t oni ght .

Abdul I ah, who is in New York to attend the United Nations Genera
Assenbly, was asked whet her the Ml aysi an society could feel safe foll ow ng
events surroundi ng the downfall of forner Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m who has been renoved from the Cabi net and Umo.

"Anwar was detai ned not without reasons...his fall from grace was
because he has comtted sone very serious offences under the Penal Code,™
he said.

Anwar is currently detained under the Internal Security Act for
threateni ng national security following rioting in the federal capital by
his followers on Sept 20. He has al so been charged in court on charges of
corruption and unnatural sex.

To a question whet her Anwar, who was Umo deputy president before his
expul sion, would have a fair trial given the enornous publicity that the
case has attracted, Abdullah said he was sure that this would be the case.

Abdul | ah was al so asked whet her he was worried over the spectre of
sanction being i nposed on Ml aysi a.

He said: "W do worry about sanction but at the same tinme we do not see
why any government or institution wants to inpose sanction on us for what
has happened to Anwar.

"This is not sonething unusual as it can happen to any individual in
Mal aysi a, even one who holds a high office in the governnment."

On the question of whom he thought would step in Anwar's shoes and, in
the long term Dr Mahathir's, Abdullah said: "Umo will have to decide on
that, that has al ways been our tradition."

Abdul | ah, who is al so one of Umo's three vice-presidents, said he
woul d consi der taking part in the contest for the post of Umo deputy
president during party election next year.

"It is Dr Mahathir's prerogative to decide who will be his deputy for
the tine being before the Umo el ection decides on the deputy-president,"
he added.

He said the fight for certain positions, especially at the |evel of
deputy president, could cause a lot of problemto Umo nenbers for they
woul d have to nmake a deci sion.

"We can only hope that if that happens, it will only be tenporary for
the reason that they have to deci de on sonmebody and we just hope that after
that everybody will close ranks," he added.

On reports that certain countries were having second thought about
taking part in the Asia Pacific Econom c Conference (Apec) forumin Kual a
Lunpur next nonth arising fromthe detention of Anwar, Abdullah said it was
entirely their choice whether to participate or not.

"As far we are concenred, we are nmaking all the preparations for Apec.
If it is not their wish to be in Malaysia, there's nothing we can do about



it," he said.
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