03 DEC 1998
Court - Anwar (St at ement)
NOBODY TOLD ME TO MAKE SWORN STATEMENT, SAYS AZI ZAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 3 (Bernama) -- Azizan Abu Bakar, the former driver of
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahims wife, said today no one told himto nmake a sworn
statenment all egi ng Anwar sodom sed him

Testifying agai nst Anwar at the H gh Court, he said he made the
statutory declaration on his own free will after discussing with Unm
Hafilda Ali.

Um , the sister of Anwar's forner private secretary Mohd Azmn Ali, is
the witer of a letter containing allegations of Anwar's sexual m sconduct.
The letter was sent to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad

along with Azizan's statenent.

Anwar, who faces four charges of corrupt practice, is accused of using
his position to interfere in police investigations into allegations of
sexual m sconduct agai nst him

The 51-year-old forner Deputy Prime Mnister and Finance Mnister is
charged under Section 2(1) of Emergency Ordinance No 22 (Essential Powers)
1970 which carries a maximum jail sentence of 14 years or a fine of up to
RwRO, 000, or both, upon conviction.

Azi zan, the prosecution's 12th wi tness, was cross-exam ned by counse
Chri st opher Fernando.

Fernando: \Who asked you to put up a document which you called statutory
decl arati on?

Azi zan: No one told nme to nake the statutory declaration. | did it on
nmy own free will.

Fernando: Did you discuss with anyone before you put up the docunent?

Azi zan: Before making the statutory declaration, | did discuss with
Um about what had happened to ne.

Fer nando: \Who approached whon? Did Unm see you or did you see her?

Azi zan: W net each other to discuss the matter

Fernando: You nean both of you net and both of you have the sane idea.
Is that what you are trying to say?

Azi zan: Wiile | was working with Shansidar..

Fernando: No need to explain. | just ask you, who approached whon?

Azi zan: Umm phoned ne, to neet ne.

Fernando: \Were did you neet?

Azizan: W net at Umi's office.

Fernando: Besides Umi, were there anybody el se present?

Azi zan: No.

Fernando: What did Umm said to you?

Azizan: At first Um wanted to know if her sister-in-law was having an
affair with Anwar.

Fernando: Wth regard to the statutory declaration, how did you
approach the subject or how did she do it?

Azizan: At first she did not know that | had been sodoni sed.

Fernando: Specifically, how did she approach the subject of the
statutory decl aration?

Azizan: | was the one who related to Umi the incident that happened to
me. Unm did not show any reaction at first, she appeared calm

Fernando: Was it she who told you to nmake the statutory declaration?

Azizan: It was me who told her to nake the statutory declaration
because Umi is proficient in |anguage.

Fernando: So, you are saying you ask Umi to put up the statutory



decl arati on and she agreed?

Azi zan: Yes, Your Honour.

Fernando: Wen did this happen? Your first nmeeting with Unm ?

Azizan: In md-July 1997.

Fernando: How many neetings did you have with Unm before the statutory
decl arati on were nmade?

Azizan: As far as | can renmenber, two or three tines.

Fernando: After it was nade, how many tinmes you nmet Umm ?

Azizan: Also two or three times, Your Honour, after the statutory
decl arati on was nade.

Fernando: How and who sent this statutory declaration to PM?

Azi zan: | don't know because Umm did not tell nme who and how the
statutory declaration was sent to the PM

At this point, the court recessed for |unch

Earlier, at the outset of today's hearing, Justice Datuk S. Augustine
Paul said he wanted the trial to begin at 9.15 sharp every norning.

Def ence counsel @urbachan Singh took the opportunity to conplain to the
judge that the defence faced problens in neeting Anwar.

Seni or Deputy Public Prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patail responded by
saying that he had informed this to the Sungai Bul oh prison authorities.

He added that he was told that Anwar would be present in court at 8
every norning and must be back at the prison by 6pm
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