20/ 10/ 1998

Nod for 120,000 nore foreign workers

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Government | ast week approved applications by
enpl oyers to bring in an additional 120,000 foreign workers into the

pl ant ati on, manufacturing and construction sectors, Deputy Home M nister
Dat uk Taj ol Rosli Chazali said today.

He said the new approval s showed that jobs were still aplenty despite
t he econom c probl ens.

"This coupled with the fact that there are 1.3 mllion | egal foreign
wor kers show that there is still a |abour shortage," he said at a
Deepaval i open house at the Chung Hwa Hi gh School here, hosted by MC
presi dent Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu

Tajol Rosli said 20,000 of the new y-approved foreign workers woul d work
in Sarawak and 100, 000 i n the peninsul a.

He sai d fresh approval s were gi ven based on requirenents. The Gover nnent
had earlier allowed enpl oyers to bring in 50,000 additional foreign
wor kers - 30, 000 for manufacturing and 20, 000 for construction - and an
extra 20,000 for Sabah

He said the newest approval was given by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i n his capacity as Hone M ni ster and chai rnman of the
Cabi net Conmmittee on Foreign Wrkers

"Enpl oyers can start bringing in the additional foreign workers
effective | ast week," Tajol Rosli said.

They are comi ng nostly fromlndonesia and Thai | and.

The addi ti onal workers were required, anong ot hers, due to i ncreased
construction activity as aresult of the introduction of the RM billion
revolving credit facility for devel opers.

The facility is ai ned at encouragi ng devel opers to build nore houses
priced at RML50, 000 and bel ow.

On the amesty programe which allows illegal foreign workers to | eave
wi t hout bei ng penalised for overstaying onillegal entry, Tajol Rosli said
a crackdown against illegal foreign workers would be | aunched fromNov 1.

It was reported | ast week that since the Governnent | aunched the two-
nmont h ammesty progranmme on Aug 31, only 15 per cent of the estimted
300,000 illegal foreign workers had been repatri at ed.

One of the major deterrents for theillegals to | eave the country had
been the m ni nrumRM3, 000 fine for overstaying, in addition to the RML, 000
fare.

Taj ol Rosli said those who could not get tickets back home before Cct 31
need to have the tickets they bought for | ater departure endorsed by the
I mmi gration Departrent to enj oy the benefits under the amesty programe.

He al so advi sed foreign workers to stay away fromillegal gatherings in
the country.
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