08/ 10/ 1998
Nod for changes to Umo constitution (HL)

Hayati Hayat udin

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Ummo suprene council has approved two nmj or
changes to the party constitution, including abolishing the 10 bonus-vote
systemand | owering the age of eligibility for menbership from18 to 16.

The two proposal s were anong anendments to 17 cl auses and sub-cl auses of
the party's constitution approved by the council at its nonthly neeting
chaired by its president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad | ast night.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik said all anmendments woul d
have to be passed by the next general assenbly and subsequently by the
Regi strar of Societies.

It was al so proposed that a new cl ause be i ntroduced, making it
compul sory for a nenber to serve the party for a specific nunber of years
bef ore beconming eligible to contest party positions at any |evel.

It was al so proposed that the five top | eaders i n each Unmo di vi sion
automatically qualify as del egates to the general assenblies

Sabbar uddi n sai d the proposed amendnents were to curb noney politics, as
well as to ensure the credibility and seriousness of candi dates.

"Wth the abolition of the 10 bonus-vote system a new condition where
candi dates vying for posts in the council nust have a certai n nunber of
di vi si onal supporters before beingeligibletocontest," Sabbaruddintold
reporters at his office

The 10 bonus-vote systemwas i ntroduced in 1987 to curb noney politics.
It gives the president and deputy president 10 bonus votes for each
nom nation received fromdi vi si ons

Sabbaruddi n said the council felt that a nenber should be in Umo for a
speci fic nunber of years so that his capabilities as a | eader coul d be
assessed.

He, however, did not specify the nunber of years

"The age of eligibility for a person to become an Umo nenber is to be
reduced from18 to 16 so that aspiring |l eaders will be exposed to politics
and the party at an early age," he said.

Umo has 2.4 mllion nenbers and 165 divisions in Peninsular Ml aysia
and Sabah.

Expl ai ni ng t he reasons for the anendments which would all owthe five top
di visional | eaders to automatically qualify as del egates, Sabbaruddi n said
there were conpl aints fromthe Wanita novenent that they were under-
represent ed.

The five who will automatically qualify as del egates are the division
head, deputy head, vice-head, youth chief and wanita chief. Currently, the
party constitution allows 10 divisional nenbers to be el ected as
del egat es.

Only the divisional chief automatically qualifies as del egate. Del egates
to the general assenblies are el ected at the annual divisional neetings.

I n Shah Al am Sel angor Umo |iai son conmi ttee chai rman Dat uk Abu Hassan
Ormar said the allegation by council nenber Datuk Seri Mhanmed Rahnmat t hat
some divisions had received mllions of ringgit fromforner Deputy
Presi dent Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahim the council had ordered that the
matter be dropped to enable the party to focus on tackling other inportant
i ssues.

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prinme M nister and Fi nance M ni ster on Sept 2
and expelled fromUmo the foll ow ng day.
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