06 FEB 1998
Commonweal t h
NOD FOR SI MULTANEQUS PRE- C WEALTH GAMES

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 6 (Bernama) -- Several sports bodies involved in the
Commonweal th Ganes wel comed Prine Mnister Dr Mahathir Mhamad's call for
t he pre-Cormonweal th Ganes to be hel d sinultaneously.

The pre-Commonweal th event is deemed necessary to be held
simul taneously in order to try out equi pnent as well transportation
facilities and technical aspects to allow the ganes to run snmoothly without
glitches.

Yesterday Dr Mahathir called for the pre-Comonwealth ganes to be
staged sinultaneously at the National Sports Conplex in Bukit Jalil

The events schedul ed for the pre-Conmmonweal th event are athletics,
aquatics, gymastics, hockey and squash.

Si xteen sports will be contested during the Kuala Lunmpur Conmonweal t h
Ganmes on Sept 11 to 21. The sports associations will be organizing the
pre- Coomonweal th event separately between May and June.

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddi n Yassin yesterday proposed
that the best tine to organize the pre-Comonweal th games was in June
because the light rail transit systemlink to Bukit Jalil Sports Conpl ex
will be ready to be tested.

Mal aysi an Gymmastics Federation (M3) honorary secretary
N. Shanmugar aj ah wel coned the i dea of staging the pre-Comonweal th games
si mul taneously with other sports.

"We do not have any problenms if it will be staged at the sane
time...but Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Berhad (Sukom) nust informus the exact date
to avoid any glitches," he said.

Sukom has to informthe exact date to associ ations as soon as possible
to allow them adjust their training schedul e and preparations, he said.

Shannugar aj ah said according to M3 s original plan, they will be
stagi ng the Pre-Cormonweal th ganes in early June and start sendi ng
invitations to participating countries late this nonth.

For Badm nton Associ ation of Ml aysia (BAM any change of date in
organi sing the pre-Commonwealth Ganmes will not pose any problemas |ong as
it wll not clash with the final round of the Thomas and Uber Cup
tournanents in Hong Kong from May 17 to 24.

BAM has set June 15 to 21 for the pre-Commonweal th badm nton event and
its honorary secretary Datuk Mhaned Al -Amn Abdul Mpjid said it was up to
t he Conmonweal th Ganes Conmittee whether to name badmi nton as the sports
that will be organized simultaneously with the other events which would be
using the Bukit Jalil venue.

"We have no problenms in ternms of |ogistics because badmi nton will be
hel d at the Kual a Lunpur Badm nton Associ ati on Badm nton Stadi umin Cheras
but we don't mind if they want us to stage it at the same tinme with
others," he said when contacted in Ipoh

Meanwhi | e the Mal aysi an National Cycling Federation (MNCF) president
Abu Samah Wahab said if all the events involved in the Conmonweal th Ganes
to be staged in the pre-Ganmes sinultaneously, it would |ook |like the rea
Ganes had al ready started.

"Al t hough cycling are not one of the five sports to be staged
simul taneously, it will add nore colour to the conpetition,” he said

Mal aysi an Hockey Federation (MHF) honorary secretary S. Satgunam said
the national hockey squad will not have any problens if the pre-Gnes event
was to be staged simnultaneously in June.



"The national hockey teamw Il not necessarily engaged with the
pre- ganmes because we can think of organizing invitational conpetitions such
as quadrangul ar tournanents and even club | evel conpetitions," said
Sat gunam when cont acted here today.

However Satgunam said the national squad nay not be participating in
the the pre-Conmonweal th ganes if the chanpi onship was organi sed before the
Wrld Cup in Urecht, Holland from May 20 to June 1.

"W will discuss the matter with the relevant parties before deciding
whet her to participate or not in the pre Cormonweal th Ganes," he said.

Sat gunam sai d the purpose of having the pre-ganes is to test the
ef fectiveness of the facilities in the respective venues which woul d be
used for the Commonweal th Ganes and not to test the national teams
ability. -- BERNAMVA
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