17 MAR 1998

NCKI A APPLI ES FOR MSC STATUS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- Nokia today applied for MSC
(Mul timedia Super Corridor) status to allowit to work on future generation
handphone sets that provide Internet access, said its group president and
chi ef executive officer Jorma Alila.

He said Nokia, which is a nenber of the MSC s International Advisory
Panel, will work on the project which conbi nes nobile phone capability with
nmovi ng vi deo and hi gh-speed Internet access.

"We | ook forward to establishing our operation in Malaysia as a centre
for software service package in the area,"” he told reporters after neeting
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"We consider this as an inportant extension to the research and
devel opnent that we have done in Europe, the United States and other parts
of Asia for a nunber of years," he added.

Alila said Nokia is strongly commtted to the Mal aysi an market, after
havi ng made i nvestnents in research and devel opnent (R&D), technical
support, custoner service and manufacturing facilities in a joint venture
wi th the Sapura G oup.

Declining to disclose Nokia's investnent figures in Malaysia, dlila
said: "W are not |ooking at investnent figures but we have made maj or
i nvestnments in technol ogi cal conpetencies in Malaysia and will be
increasing themsteadily in the years to come, mainly in R&D."

On his neeting with Mahathir, he said he had a "good discussion" on the
i npact of the regional financial turnoil and Malaysia's determnation to
overcone the problem -- BERNAVA
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