23 APR 1998
Anwar - junpers
NORTH POLE JUMP A CAUSE FOR NATI ONAL CELEBRATI ON, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m has congratul ated the successful Ml aysian North Pol e
parachuting expedition, describing it as an acconplishnent for discipline,
resilience and teamorKk.

"Al t hough the expedition acconplished its mssion at a tinme of economc
sl owdown, its achievenent is a cause for great national pride and for this,
| say congratul ations,” said Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister.

He was speaking to reporters after receiving the Pakistani state
m ni ster for government Ahsan lgbal at the Treasury here today.

The 16-menber expedition, including a nmother of five, performed the
junp two days ago from 3,000 netres and | anded on the world' s col dest spot
at 1.48 am Mal aysia tine nmaking the country the first Asian nation to
achi eve such feat.

Earlier North Pol e parachuting expeditions were fromthe United States,
Germany, Canada, Russia. Italy and Britain.

Besi des planting the national flag, Jalur Gemlang, (Stripes of dory),
at the North Pole, the junpers al so brought down with thema 1.5 litre
variant of the national car, Proton Wra.

During a tel evideo conferencing from Moscow with TV3 here today,
expedi tion | eader Abdul Rahi m Dahal an, on behal f of his nenbers, thanked
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Anwar as well| as those
i nvolved in realising the junp.

"This is an achi evenent of all Ml aysi ans,” he said.

Dr Mahathir had al ready congratul ated the expedition i nedi ately upon
being informed of its success two days ago.

The teamis scheduled to return home on Sunday.

Meanwhil e, M C president Datuk Seri S.Sanmy Vellu, in congratulating the
sky-junpers, said they have done the nation proud.

"This is yet another successful attenpt by Ml aysians after our Munt
Everest team" he told reporters here.

Sany Vellu, who is Wrks Mnister, said the sky-divers have shown
dedi cation and discipline in their m ssion.

He hoped nore Ml aysi ans woul d enbark on simlar expeditions and prove
to the world once again that "Ml aysia Bol eh” (Malaysia can do it).
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