13/ 02/ 1998
Nost al gi ¢ Raya at Runah Pengasi h

Mazl an Nordi n
VERY rarely woul d one wi t ness | ndonesi an yout hs si ngi ng t he di kir barat
with Kel antanese friends. And with gusto too.

This then was the scene at the Hari Raya open house | ast Sunday at Runah
Pengasi h, a sort of hal fway house for those who have under gone dadah
rehabi litation programes. There are sone 90 voluntary i nmates at the
centre, and present at the festive gathering were fam lies fromvarious
parts of the country, including fromPenang, Kedah and the East Coast
St at es.

There are al so about 230 I ndonesi ans at the hostel and their fanmilies
had cone all the way fromJakarta for the occasion

On a nostal gic note were two songs by the | ndonesi ans and obvi ous from
the lyrics was that they dearly m ssed their kanpungs. As they sang their
fathers were clicking away with their canmeras and so recorded i n each
famly albumis a sad part of their |ives.

The centre is situated al ong a part of the hi ghway | eadi ng up north, and
in the spacious grounds are dormtories for the residents. There is no
fencing or | ocked gates anywhere and anyone can just cross the road to
make a bolt for it. This has not happened as all residents are aware that
their stay there is for their own good after having gone hal fway in the
rehabilitative process.

Sone had i ndeed gone hone for several days to cel ebrate Hari Raya. Those
fromlndonesi a had joi ned their parents and siblings staying at severa
Kual a Lunpur hotels, and all had returned to the centre.

In his wel come address the centre's director, Haji Mhd Yunus discl osed
that a simlar hostel would be set up in Jakarta soon. It woul d be whol |y
funded by fam lies of those wishing to continue their rehabilitative
pr ogr amme.

Its opening woul d obvi ate the need for Indonesian parents to send their
sons to the centre in Kuala Lunmpur

The guest of honour at the gathering was Datuk Seri Faezah Dat uk Shuai b,
wi fe of Datuk Megat Juni d Megat Ayub, Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs
M ni ster and head of Pemadam over the past decade.

Vel com ng the scores of fam |y menbers, some obviously affluent, she
expressed hope yet agai n that those who had under gone t he dadah
rehabilitation progranmes woul d find acceptance i n soci ety and be wel coned
back by their famlies. "Rejection by their owm fam |y nenbers m ght wel |
cause themto seek | ove, or the substitute of |ove, outside the famly
fold," she rem nded

Faezah is al so head of Penawar, a counselling group.

Much is hoped for fromthe co-operative effort to set up the Jakarta
hostel. Mayhaps sone of the | essons in Mal aysi a coul d be applied there.

As of |ast year there were 200, 000 regi stered addi cts, but out of the
total only 50,000 have undergone rehabilitation in 20 centres throughout
the country.

Megat Junid had earlier announced that Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad had approved the use of naltrexone to treat dadah addicts
and an all ocation of RMB nillion would be used for a pilot project.

According to himan initial 2,000 sel ected addicts would be treated with
naltrexone with priority given to those who cane forward voluntarily.

Nal t rexone, a narcotic antagoni st, has been reported to be effective in
treating dadah addicts. It works by bl ocking the opiate receptor sites on



the cell nenbranes where the dadah takes effect. If a person on naltrexone
takes an opiate, it would have no addictive effect.

It comes in tablet formand is said to have a long-termeffect by
keepi ng heroin or other opiate addits of f dadah

Mohd Yunus, called Yeop by everyone there, including inmates, is
presi dent of Persatuan Pengasi h Mal aysi a, a sel f-help group which
undert akes various progranmes for drug addi cts and al so H V-positive
carriers. The group was given a boost by Ml aysi an Al DS council president
Dat uk Paduka Marina Mahathir recently.

Much remai ns to be done and for Mohd Yunus who had undergone training
progranmmes and courses in drug rehabilitation progranmes in the United
States, the setting up of a Runah Pengasih in Jakarta is seen as a smal
contribution in the process of co-operation

Co- operati on between two countries i s al ways consi dered as bei ng
i mpl emented primarily at of ficial |evel between governnent functionaries,
mnistries or departnents. Shown at the outset on television and published
i n newspapers woul d be pi ctures of the signing cerenbny wi tnessed by the
President or Prime Mnister.

No | ess i mportant, however, are bilateral ties effected at the peopl e-
to-peopl e | evel w thout fanfare, and only occasionally do they cone to
public know edge. May there be nore of these by such as Pengasi h.
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