02/ 01/ 1998
Dr M Call to buy Malaysian is not econom c nationalism

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Repeating his call to Ml aysians to buy nore

| ocal | y-made goods, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d consum ng | oca
products was not a sign of econonmic nationalism

The Prime M nister said Mal aysians had to buy | ocal products because
i nported goods had becone nore expensive as a result of the decline in the
val ue of the ringgit.

He said Mal aysi ans had the capacity to produce literally thousands of
goods which were of world standard.

If all Mal aysians were to respond to the call, he said, the nationa
econony woul d recover faster.

Dr Mahathir said: "Local goods have not increased in price very much
al t hough there nmust be sonme increase due to inported contents.

"W will not in any way feel we are not getting the best when we buy
Mal aysi an goods. "

The Prinme M nister was speaking at the |l aunching of a Love Ml aysi a, Buy
Mal aysi a Products canpai gn at the Ml aysia I nternational Design Export
Centre, the Mnes Resort City in Sungei Besi.

The canpaign, initiated by Country Hei ghts Hol dings Bhd, will run for
three nonths where exhibitors get to display their goods at the 200, 000 sq
ft exhibition space for free.

It will only display itens which are | ocally produced and manuf act ured
usi ng | ocal resources, skills and technol ogy.

The canpai gn provi des an opportunity for |ocal nmanufacturers to exhibit
and sell their products to the public.

Anong t hose present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Al
Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and the managi ng director
of Country Heights Group of Conpanies, Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew.

Dr Mahathir said the Government had formulated a plan to overcone the
econom ¢ problens but its success hinged on the co-operation of al
Mal aysi ans.

"If everyone co-operates fully, we can overcone all the difficulties
t hat have cone upon us today."

In fact, the Prime Mnister said the co-operation required of Ml aysians
was quite sinple, of which one was to buy and use | ocal | y- made goods.

Touching on the current econom c problens faced by the country, Dr
Mahathir said it was not the work of Ml aysi ans.

"We were progressing well until last July when suddenly, through the
action of non- Ml aysi ans, our currency has been deval ued, meki ng us poorer
and giving us lots of problens |like a reduction in our purchasing power
and the increase in prices of certain inported goods."

Dr Mahathir al so congratul ated Country Heights for its effort to pronote
Mal aysi an- made products through the Love Mal aysia, Buy Ml aysi an Products
camnpai gn.

Besi des getting Mal aysi ans to buy such goods, he said efforts should
al so be nade to export them

"W shoul d export as nuch as possible to earn the forei gn exchange."

Dr Mahathir called on exhibitors to make use of the exhibition centre,
where he was infornmed even the electricity cost would be borne by Country
Hei ght s.

"I amsure exhibitors will not |ose anything by displaying their goods
here. Al Ml aysian exporters and i ntendi ng exporters should use this



facility.

"For small conpanies not familiar with export procedures, they can get
advice at the centre or ask a trading conpany to export the goods for
them ™"

Expressing his hope that Mal aysi ans would visit the centre and buy the
goods offered, Dr Mahathir said:

"That way, you will help the country to recover quickly and we will all
benefit when this happens.™

( END)
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