13 DEC 1998
Mahat hir-Integrity
MAHATHI R REM NDS UMNO TO MAI NTAI N | NTEGRI TY AND UNI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today Umo's integrity, the main reason it continues to enjoy the support
of the people to | ead the Barisan Nasional (BN) governnent, w |l always be
preserved if its menbers continue to maintain unity.

The prime mnister said that if Umo did not maintain unity, the party
would lose its integrity and strength as a political party and the respect
of the people, institutions and the country's governnment and adm nistrative
instruments.

"I'f Umo is divided and the | eaders do not get the nandate and support
of the party, no one in the mlitary, police and adm nistration wl|l
respect the directives of the governnent set up by the party," he said in
his policy speech at the Umo special general assenbly, here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the party president, said Umo had succeeded
i n opposi ng the Mal ayan Union, in leading the Alliance governnment and now
the BN in every general election and in adm nistering and devel opi ng the
country because of its integrity.

Its integrity was due to its strength as a political party with its
| eaders being able to performtheir duties well because of the united
support of its menbers, he said.

"...the united support ensures that all governnent decisions are fully
backed by all quarters in the governnent and party. Wth this, al
government servants, be they in the civil service, police or mlitary,
respect and obey the policies and approaches adopted by the governnent, he
sai d.

He said that in nost countries, the integrity of the ruling organisatin
or individual depended on the armed forces which were given special status.
"Ml aysi a does not have a system of a palace guard that is arned and
responsi ble for defending the | eadership. It only has ordinary mlitary and

police forces that owe no personal loyalty to any | eader

"They are professionals and act according to the | aw and the order of
the ruling power. They will accept the authority of anyone who hel ns the
governnent," he said.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir recalled how Umo fought against the Ml ayan Uni on
and led the Alliance to energe as a respected party with integrity because
of the nmenbers' united support for the |eaders.

"When Umo was set up, the Malays recognised only the rul ers as heads
of state and | eaders. The people were not involved in politics and so did
not believe in a | eadership nade up of the people, especially to govern the
whol e country.

"Not many wanted to cone forward to lead a political party that had to
chal |l enge the colonial masters as well as the rulers. Looking for |eaders
was a big problemfor the Ml ays. Wen a | eader with sone tal ent and
courage energed, he was easily accepted without any contest,” he said.

This continued until after the country achi eved i ndependence. The
| eaders were so easily accepted that there was no contest for the posts of
presi dent and deputy and vice-presidents at every annual election of the
Umo suprene working council, he said.

"Once el ected, no candi date was rejected because there were no factions
in Umo. So Umo becanme strong, conpact and had integrity,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in nost countries that had achi eved i ndependence
after a long colonial rule by the west, the failure to govern and devel op



the country was due to the near absence of a prudent government.

"Sonetinmes they sideline denocracy to set up an autocracy or
di ctatorshi p. But these governnents are vul nerable to corruption of power
and national devel opnent suffers,"” he said.

The prime mnister said that so far Mal aysia had succeeded in having a
prudent governnment and the formula drawn up by Umo's founders could stil
be practi sed.

Umo had succeeded in not only maintaining the party order but also in
continui ng the cooperation with the other parties.

"The key to all this is an Umo with integrity,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was thus the responsibility of every Umo nenber as
wel | as other Malays and bum puteras to ensure that Umo remai ned strong
and retained its integrity.

To do this, Umo had to stick to the two nost inportant factors
-- a proper party hierarchy and a party culture suited to
denorcratice practice

The prime mnister said that when Umo was formed, there was nothing to
say that the party president was entitled to be the prinme mnister

However, Ummo's success in the general elections since independence had
given the party's | eaders the chance to hold the post.

"This has becone a tradition until nmany people think that what's
important is to becone Umo president. The prime mnister's post will
follow, " he said.

However, he said, the Umo president would only becone prime mnister
if Umo won in the general election

Whet her Umo woul d continue to win elections and | ead the BN, whether
the BN woul d continue to accept Umo if it was weak and whet her the BN
would retain a seat majority would depend on Umo itself, he said.

The party could not function if it did not have an orderly structure
and a | eader that had full support, he said.

He said that when a | eader had been chosen, he should be given ful
support to ensure his integrity.

"He nust be supported as long as he remains a | eader. The loyalty is
not to his person. The loyalty is to the post he holds by virtue of the
constitution and through party el ections.

"If he fails to maintain the party's confidence in him he can be
dropped by the party in accordance with the party constitution,” he said.
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