13/ 09/ 1998

Looki ng i nto bidding for 2008 A ynpi cs

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Malaysia will study the possibility of bidding for
the 2008 A ynpics, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday.

He sai d al though bids had not opened, a nunber of countries had shown
strong interest to host the world' s biggest Ganes.

Sydney wi |l organi se the 2000 A ynpic Ganes while Athens will be host in
2004.

"We will study whether we can host the Ganes or not," he told reporters
after a visit to the Conmonweal th Ganes' Corporate Hospitality Village at
the National Sports Conplex in Bukit Jalil

Mal aysia is hosting the 16th Cormonweal th Ganes, held for the first tine
in Asia. It was opened by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Ja'afar, in a
glittering cerenony | ast night.

Dr Mahathir said to be hosts, having adequate facilities was not enough

"W need to have a sizeable nunber of top local athletes to attract
strong spectator interest," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so conmented on the perfornmance of Ml aysi an cyclist Nor
Ef fandy Rosli, who won the country's first nedal in the Ganes, a silver in
the nen's 184kmi ndi vi dual road race today.

"I amthankful that we won a nedal on the first day," he said.

Later tonight, Dr Mahathir Mhanmad hel d a di nner reception for
Conmonweal th Ganes Federation (CGF) officials.

He and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali were greeted by CGF
president Prince Edward, chairman M chael Fennel and Conmonweal t h
secretary-general Chief Enmeka Anyaoku. Al so present were Sukom 98 Ber had
executive chairman Tan Sri Hashi m Mohd Ali
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