29/ 12/ 1998
ntv7 here for the | ong haul

Mel ani e Proctor

I Twas a brave nove that sawterrestrial television station ntv7 going
ahead with plans to enter the TV arena earlier this year in spite of the
decl i ni ng economni ¢ situation.

As its chairman Datuk Effendi Norwawi said at its |aunch, "Though com ng
at atinme of a downtown i s unfortunate, we are here for the | ong haul and
not for two or three years only. W hope to recover our investnment in four
to six years."

Tagged as the "feel -good" channel, ntv7 was awarded a broadcasti ng
Iicence on Aug 1, 1996. It began test transm ssion on March 7 and of fi ci al
transm ssion took off amonth later. On July 7, Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad of ficially | aunched the station's Broadcast Centre in
Shah Al am (The Kuching centre started full operations in February).

It had the honour of being the first private TV station to go nationw de
on launch day with 80 per cent coverage - in the peninsula (except
Kel ant an and Terengganu), and Sabah and Sarawak. The station targets the
17-40 age bracket and began with fi el ding nore forei gn programes (such as
Br ooke Shi el ds' Suddenly Susan, M chael J. Fox s Spin City, the popul ar
Late Night Wth David Letterman but was asked to fine-tune the progranm ng
to have a better bal ance between | ocal and forei gn shows. The station
conpl i ed by providing viewers with such | ocal fare as Kopitiam Abang W,
Generasi 3 and Mak Mertuaku. And | ast nmonth, daily tal k show Dat el i ne
Mal aysi a - which features Bahasa and English versions - joined the ntv7
st abl e.

It is probably, the only free-to-air network that hasn't had to decrease
vi ewi ng hours during the year. It began with daily programres from6épmto
lam but now has programes from5pmto a little past midnight. And in fact,
t he network has increased transnission (9am5pm to air video clips and
the like during its Beli Belah Karnival slot.

Mega TV

Al t hough Mega TV i ntroduced a new channel |ate this year (unofficially
t hough), the pay-TV station has been affected by the econom c scenario. It
was not hel ped by its debt-collection service which had bi g probl ens
earlier in the year.

The three-year-old Mega TV, which carries CNN, Di scovery, HBO, ESPN and
the Cartoon & Variety networks, will hopefully launch its | atest channel,
the Mega Tian Di Chi nese network, in January (it was to have done so in
Novenber or Decenber). Tian Di's test transm ssion began on Nov 7 and i s
avai |l able only in the Kl ang Val | ey.

O course, the shocker for subscribers came when ESPN was quietly taken
off the air on Nov 20.

Two weeks later, viewers sighed with relief when the station resuned the
ESPN br oadcast .

It was at the sane tine that the station introduced the Mega M x
channel , which featured a conpilation of vernacul ar novies and serials to
fill the gap. However, it was noved to anot her new channel position after
Dec 13 until the station's eighth channel is introduced next year.

Meanwhi | e, due to small er subscri ber bases in Batu Pahat, Lunut,

Langkawi , Kl uang, Segamat and Kemanan, Mega TV wi I | suspend transm ssion
in these areas effective Dec 31.
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