21/ 05/ 1998
Nurmber of limps will be reduced, says minister

Ei r mal asar e Bani

THE nunber of |inousines serving the KL I nternational Airport (KLIA) in
Sepang wi | I be reduced to between 800 and 1, 000, Entrepreneur Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned said.

This i s because a survey conducted by the consorti um awarded the
contract to operate the service - Syarikat Airport Lino, Mara Hol di ngs and
Zal nas Linousines Sdn Bhd - showed that there will be a slight drop in the
nunber of peopl e using the service.

The consortium Mistapa said, gave the undertaking that even with | ess
cars, the transport service at the KLIAwi Il not be disrupted.

"It is prepared to provi de addi tional transport service if necessary,"
he told reporters in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday after delivering Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's speech at the Second Asia
Paci fi ¢ Conference organi sed by t he Young Entrepreneurs' O gani sation

Must apa said he had nmet officials fromthe consorti umon Tuesday. The
officials briefed himon the | at est devel opment of the transportation
services, nanely the |imousi ne service and the infrastructure.

"They are given until the end of the nonth to make sure everything is
conmpl eted, " Mistapa said.

The consortium had on January 19 subnmitted a proposal to reduce the
nunber of |inousi nes between KLI A and Kual a Lunpur from1,500 to 1, 100
vehi cl es. The proposal also included a two-tier fare structure to be
studied by the nministry.

He said the consortium s main problemis to get the fund to buy taxis
and buses needed for the services.

"1 have di scussed wi th Bank Negara for some avail abl e fundi ngs for the
consortium" he said.

Must apa sai d t here have al so been many di scussi ons on the fare structure
but it has yet to be determ ned.

"W are currently negotiating to reduce sone of the charges and the
consortiumis discussing this with the Transport Mnistry, but we are
hel pi ng themout in any way we can,"” he said.

I n deciding the appropriate charges, distance is taken into
consi deration. The di stance between the city and the newairport i s 60km
whichis 2.5times farther than the di stance between Kual a Lunpur and
Subang. "Naturally the passengers will have to pay nore," he added.
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