18 SEP 1998
Ganes- Shooti ng (Mal aysi a)
NURUL HUDA DELI VERS EXPECTED GOLD

By: Noor Hamrad \Wari man

LANGKAW , Sept 18 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia's expected gold nmedal in the
16t h Commonweal th Ganes shooting conpetition cane through Nurul Huda
Baharin who shot 494.8 points to break the wonmen's individual air rifle
record at the Langkawi International Shooting Range today.

The new record is 6.1 points higher than the previous mark of 488.7
poi nts set by Fani Theof anus of Cyprus four years ago in Victoria, Canada.

This is the first shooting gold nedal won by Malaysia in the Ganes 64
years history.

Mal aysi @' s gol d hope appeared to be in tatters when Nurul Huda, 25,
suffered a fractured right armin a notorcycle accident in Kuala Lunpur on
Aug 10.

Nurul Huda said she was under no pressure despite the tough conpetition
since she did not expect to win due to her injury.

It was anot her happy outing for the hosts as the shooting conpetition
entered its sixth day when Zainal Abidin Ml Zain, 36, delivered anot her
silver for Ml aysia when he finished second in the fullbore rifle event on
400 points.

Zai nal Abidin shot two points | ower than gold nmedal w nner Janes Paton
of Canada who is also the world chanpion in the event.

Zai nal Abidin clainmed that the wind had cost himthe gold nedal.

"I was distracted by the wind when I was about to pull the trigger," he
sai d.

The unexpected silver is a special gift for Zainal Abidin and his
famly as well as Malaysia since the fullbore rifle is a new event for the
Mal aysi an t eam

Nati onal team rmanager Miusa Omar said: "I did not expect the Ml aysian
shooters to win a nmedal as they were participating in the event for the
first time".

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who visited the Langkaw
I nternational Shooting Range today congratul ated both shooters for their
out st andi ng per formance.

Meanwhile in the men's individual rapid fire pistol Ml aysia s Hasl
Amir Hassan mi ssed the bronze nmedal when he finished fourth, 0.9 points
behi nd third placed Bhanwar Dhaka of India who fired 668.9 points.

However Hasli still has a chance of being awarded the bronze pending
the outcone fromthe protest |odged by South Africa against gold nmedalli st
Met odi I gorov's of Canada regarding his citizenship status.

South Africa protested after the official result was announced as they
guestioned lgorov's citizenship status since he is from Bul garia and
travelling on a Canadi an passport.

I gorov shot 674.8 points to rewite the event's record.

In the men's individual free rifle prone event, veteran nationa
shooter Mej Jasni Shaari was unable to shoot down any medal s after comi ng
out 32nd.

Anot her Mal aysi an Mohd Sabki Md Din finished 18th.

Mal aysi @' s medal haul now stands at one gold, four silvers and two
bronzes.
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