19/ 09/ 1998

Nurul our gol den girl

FORthe first time, the national anthemwas played at the Langkawi

I nternati onal Shooting range yesterday as gol den girl Nurul Huda Baharin
stood proud and tall on the podiumafter receiving the gold nedal from
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

The gold neans a |l ot to this Kedah-born | ass, who was invol ved a not or
acci dent, which nearly had her sidelined.

But she showed what determ nati on and courage was all about when she
brushed asi de the chal | enge posed by the ot her seasoned conpetitors from
Canada, England and Australiainthe air rifle individual to take the
gold, Malaysia's first in shooting.

Al ong the way, the 25-year-old Nurul bettered the Commonweal th Ganes
record when she anassed a total of 494.8 points in the final.

In the qualifying rounds, Nurul also set a record of 394 points, erasing
the ol d mark of 391, which was hel d by second pl aced Sharon Bowes of
Canada.

Cool and composed in the qualifying rounds Nurul |ed second-placed
Shar on by two points. England' s Louise Mnett was third with 391 points.

Inthe final series, Nurul started with a di sappoi nting 8.8, Sharon shot
an excellent 10.5 with Louise getting a 10.0.

The fans who had gathered in nunbers at the 10mrange were totally
di smayed by Nurul's score in the very first detail.

But when t he gutsy policewonan shot a 10.4 in the second detail and
conti nued with excell ent scores of 10.3, 10.8, 10.6, 10.2, 10.5, 10.0, 9.2
and 10.0, the crowd knew that she won the gold.

There were shouts of "Ml aysia bol eh!” and t he Mal aysi an conti ngent sang
Barisan kita to the thunderous appl ause and cheers fromthe fans.

"When | started the event, | knew | had a chance of winning the gold if
| shoot ny best but | never thought that | would break the record,"” she
sai d.

"The record has cone as a bonus to ne and | dedicate ny victory to all
Mal aysi ans and t he peopl e who have supported ne t hroughout ny career."”

When asked whet her the bad score in the first detail of the final
rattled her, Nurul said that it did but she managed to recover in tine.

"When | took the first shot | was not really prepared,” she said.

"So, | checked nyself and started concentrating on nmy remai ni ng shots
and it came off well."

Mal aysi a won a surprise silver, the fourth in shooting, through full
bore rifle shooter Zainal Mhaned D n.

Anot her Mal aysi an Hasli Amr Hassan did well to finish fourth in the
rapid fire pistol.
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