04/ 08/ 1998

PM Difficult to prevent publications

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said it was difficult for
t he Governnent to prevent conpletely the printing and distribution of
publications |ike 50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar Ti dak Bol ek Menjadi Perdana
Menteri (50 Reasons Wiy Anwar Cannot Be Prinme M nister).

Inawittenreply to Senator Datuk Zai nudin Maidin, Dr Mahathir, who is
al so Home M nister, said there were irresponsi bl e publishers who
di stributed such publications.

Zai nudi n had asked what the Governnent planned to do to ensure that such
books did not get witten, published or distributed in the future.

According to the Printing Presses and Publications Act 1984, a person
can publish and distribute books w thout the authorisation fromthe Home
M nistry.

"However, if the contents of the books disturb the peace, safety or
noral of the public, the book can be banned by the ministry," Dr Mahathir
sai d.

He said the ministry constantly stepped up | aw enforcenent on published
materi al under the Act.

Zai nudi n al so asked if the m nistry was i nvestigating the publication of
t he book and whet her there was any conspiracy.

Alsoinawittenreply, Dr Mahathir said court action was bei ng taken.

"For the nonent, police are conducting investigations into sonme of the
conpl ai nts recei ved about the book."

( END)



	PM: Difficult to prevent publications (NST 04/08/1998)

