25/ 09/ 1998

Local firnms open franchi ses abroad to tap vast narket

MARANG, Thurs. - Mre Ml aysi an conpani es are opening their franchi ses
abroad to tap into the vast overseas market as part of their expansion
pl an, Entrepreneur Devel opment Deputy M nister Datuk Idris Jusoh said
t oday.

He said Le' Wangi De' Wangi Traditional Collection Sdn Bhd, a | oca
cosnetic conpany, would open its first overseas franchise in Dubai while
Bits and Bytes Multinmedia Station, a retail conmputer outlet belonging to
Si stemaj u Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd, will set up its franchise in China.

“I'n view of the growing trend, it seens that there is a bright future in
the franchi se i ndustry. For instance in the United States, one third of
its retail sales is done using the franchi se concept.

"Therefore, local entrepreneurs should use it (the franchi se nechani sm
as an instrunent to progress, especially during the current economnic
crisis," he added.

Idris said this after attending a closing cerenony of a seven-day "Bakti
Si swa" project at Darul Fal ah, Bukit Payong, here.

He said Langkawi Kristal Sdn Bhd which deals with crystals was al so
successful in the franchi se business.

"Langkawi Kristal has managed to set up franchise outlets in four
overseas | ocations nanely Sydney, Brisbane, Germany and the United Ki ngdom
within a short peri od.

"As a result of its inpressive progress, the conpany has been naned the
best conpany in terns of overseas performance by the nmnistry."

I n anot her devel opnent, Idris also urged the public as well as the |oca
entrepreneurs to cone to the three-day Mal aysi a Franchi se Exhi bition and
Conference "98 at the Putra Wrld Centre starting fromtonorrow.

"The Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is scheduled to
| aunch the event," he said, adding that the event had received good
response from 300 participants and 82 franchi sers.

The exhibition will be open to the public between 9am and 5. 30pm

It was reported that the conference and exhibition would all ow I ocal
franchi sers to pronote and expand their busi nesses abroad.

Meanwhi l e, Idris added, the Asia Pacific Franchi se Confederati on would
forma co-operation at regional level to strengthen the devel opnment of the
franchi se i ndustry.

"Ml aysi a has been given the honour to host the first meeting which
started today.

"Anong t he confederation nmenbers are Australia, New Zeal and, Japan,
| ndonesi a and the Philippines," he said.
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