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Observer's attack a cheap shot at sensationalism

Fari sh A. Noor

THE fact that the Cbserver newspaper has deci ded to | aunch anot her attack
on Mal aysi a hardly comes as a surprise. Indeed, the only thing surprising
about the Observer's recent salvo was that it canme so |late; after all, the
newspaper has been engaged in an all-out canpai gn agai nst a host of Asian
and Muslimcountries for sone time now.

Inthis respect we need only to rem nd ourselves of the sinple fact that
the Cbserver was one of the newspapers in Britain which sawfit to condemn
Muslinms and the Muslimworld in toto after the bonbi ng of the FBI
headquarters in Cklahoma in the United States sone years ago.

Wien the facts canme to light and it was di scovered that the bonbi ng was
t he work of a group of white racial suprenacists, the Cbserver, |like the
rest of the Western press, chose to keep quiet about its part in
denoni sing the Muslins of the world.

Such is the noral character of this newspaper which clains to be the
"def ender of the truth".

Anot her sel f-appointed "defender of the truth" is Britain's GQuardi an
newspaper, which has of late taken a keen interest in the affairs of
I ndonesi a, Mal aysia and the rest of Asean.

As al ways, such "concern" cones at the point of a barbed pen which
distorts the picture that it tries to drawin the process.

The Guardi an recently featured a report on the visit to Sout heast Asia
by Britain's Chancell or of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown. The paper's
reporter, who followed slavishly in the footsteps of the Chancellor, noted
how Asi ans seenmed t o bow before the presence of this British politician as
if he were sone muni ficent white god that had descended fromon hi gh

But the magi cal charmof the Chancellor's tour was interrupted only when
he set foot on Mal aysi an soil and was told that Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was t oo busy to see him The Guardi an reporter
dutifully recorded in a sarcastic tone that the Mal aysi an PMwas not
inclined to "receive this representative of the Evil West". (The t hought
that the PMmay have had ot her nore i nportant things to do obviously did
not occur to the reporter).

However this sarcastic thrust was blunted by the Guardian's own
i nconpet ence. Having cast Dr Mahathir in an unfavourable light, it tried
to j uxtapose hi magai nst his nore "noderate” deputy, "Ibrahi mAnwar"
(sic). Even a child in kindergarten woul d know by now t hat the Deputy
Prime M nister of Malaysia's real nanme i s Anwar | brahim and not vice-
versal

The so-call ed "defenders of truth", such as the Guardi an and Qbserver,
woul d t hus do wel |l by serving as the guardi ans of grammar and spel ling
first.

How shoul d Mal aysi a and Mal aysi ans react to this sort of verbiage
di sgui sed as reportage? Well, a nodicumof intelligence and i ntrospection
woul d come in handy at this point. W need to consi der the broader soci o-
economi ¢ and political context w thin which these attacks are taking
pl ace.

The Cbserver, |ike many other newspapers in Britain, is in a state of
crisis. The paper's circulation figures are unpredictable and in the end
it is market sentinment which deci des what comes on the news and what ki nd
of news will sell.

In a country where sensational news items such as the death of Princess



D ana and UFCs sel |l better than stories about howthe British governnent
has all owed British conpanies |ike Sandlines to sell arns and rent
mercenaries abroad, it is hardly surprising that sensational stories about
t he bizarre and exotic custons of the East tend to go down well with a

j aded readership at home.

This is reflected in the contents of sone of the better newspapers in
Britain as well. The Guardi an, for exanple, has significantly cut its
nunmber of features fromabroad. Once, the paper boasted of having a page
devoted solely to African and Third Wrld i ssues. Today, it features a
page devoted to the affairs of the US instead.

To make matters worse, papers such as the Guardi an and Cbserver have
begun to "dunb down" their coverage of foreign affairs to appeal to a
br oader spectrumof readers who seemto crave stories about tortures,
killings, bizarre and outl andish rituals and exotic diets of foreigners.

The lurid and sensational reporting that has cone frompapers such as
these are thus nerely part and parcel of a broader scenari o, where the
British pressis slomy comngtoterns withthe painful reality that
their hal cyon days have | ong gone by.

Resting on their laurels, they pine for the days when British newspapers
wer e wort hy of the name and conveniently overl ook the fact that, today,
even t he pages of the Guardi an and Coserver are used to wap fish and
chi ps.

( END)
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