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OBUCHI TO MEET 5 APEC LEADERS DURI NG APEC SUMM T

TOKYO, Nov 10 (Cana-Kyodo) - Prine Mnister Keizo Cbuchi will hold
separate talks with five APEC | eaders during his Nov. 16-18 visit to
Mal aysi a for an annual sumrt of the Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation
(APEC) forum governnent officials said Monday.

Qouchi will nmeet with Australian Prinme Mnister John Howard, Canadi an
Prime Mnister Jean Chretien, |ndonesian President B.J. Habi bie, Mlaysian
Prime M nister Mahathir Mhanad and Peruvian President Al berto Fujinori,
all on Nov. 17, on the fringes of the two-day APEC summt, the officials
sai d.

They said the neetings are expected to focus on APEC i ssues, Japan's
econom c aid, and efforts to beef up bilateral ties.

Meanwhi | e, Foreign M nister Masahi ko Konura and International Trade and
I ndustry M nister Kaoru Yosano will also hold a series of bilateral talks
with their counterparts during their Nov. 12-15 visit to Kuala Lunpur to
attend an APEC nministerial session, which opens Nov. 14, the officials
sai d.

Konmura will neet his counterparts from Mal aysi a, the Philippines and
Thail and as well as U. S. Trade Representative Charl ene Barshefsky and
Mal aysi an I nternational Trade and Industry M nister Rafidah Aziz on Nov.
13, the officials said.

He will also attend a Nov. 13 dinner hosted by Australian Foreign
M ni ster John Downer that will gather several ministers to discuss the
ongoi ng Asi an economc crisis, the officials said.

On Nov. 15, Konura will nmeet with U S. Secretary of State Madel ei ne
Al bright to pave the way for U S. President Bill dinton's Nov. 19-20 visit
to Japan and to exchange views on recent security and political issues
concerning North Korea, Russia, the Mddle East and Iraq, the officials
sai d.

They said specific econom c and trade issues are expected to cone up
during Konura's tal ks with Barshefsky.

Konmura may al so hold separate talks with his Chinese and Russi an
counterparts, but arrangenents have not yet been made, the officials said.

APEC conprises Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong,

I ndonesi a, Japan, South Korea, Ml aysia, Mexico, New Zeal and, Papua New
Qui nea, the Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and the U S. --
Cana- Kyodo
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