31/ 07/ 1998
330, 200ha of | and for aqua business identified

Ei rmal asar e Bani

THE Agriculture Mnistry has identified a total of 330,200ha of |and and
wat er areas throughout the country suitable for aquaculture projects, its
m ni ster Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud yest er day.

G ving the breakdown of the hectarage, Sulainman said | and conprised
105, 000ha, coastal area (28, 000ha), |akes/dans (90,000ha), sheltered
coastline (7,200ha) and open sea (100, 000ha).

Fi sheries Departnment's estimates showed that the country is capabl e of
produci ng 600, 000 tonnes of fish worth RM6.5 billion fromaquaculture
activities by the year 2010.

Dr Sul ai man, speaking at a press conference announcing details of the
new Code of Practice for aquaculture projects in Kuala Lunpur yesterday,
said the code is a guide for those involved in aquacul ture projects
i ncluding state governments and the private sector.

It is ainmed at devel oping a better planned, controlled and sustainabl e
i ndustry for the country.

These gui del i nes, however, are not the rules of |aw.

"These guidelines are nade not to make things difficult but rather to
sinmplify procedures," he added. The Code of Practice, anbng others,
identify suitable project sites.

On whet her the guidelines can be enforced effectively since it is not
under an act of law, Dr Sul ai man said, "the guidelines have been given,
therefore it is up to the state governnments to ensure that they
(guidelines) are foll owed. "

However, the mnister said the mnistry is drafting sone regul ati ons
pertaining to the enforcenment of the guidelines.

At a neeting between Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and
Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters recently, the states have agreed to
adapt the guidelines, he said.

The ministry is also planning to conduct a workshop with the Food and
Agriculture Oganisation as well as the non-governnental organisations to
get feedback on proper regul ations for the aquaculture industry.

The state governnents have al so agreed to set up aquacul ture zones which
will be identified as Aquacul ture Devel opnent Area to avoid conflicts with
ot her devel opnent projects.
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