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O matters political and | egal

Mazl an Nordi n

MATTERS | egal are not easily understood by the | ayman. Messing up things
are statenments by such as George Soros for the ouster of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and the i mmedi ate rel ease of former Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mnowon trial.

Cl early Soros has shown his contenpt and derision for the Ml aysian
judicial systemand al so nenbers of the | egal professioninthis country.
Comi ng fromone who anassed his riches on the shattered lives of mllions
of workers given the sack in I ndonesia, Thailand and ot her countries
t hrough hi s currency specul ations, the call is unconsci onabl e. Covi ously
he cannot forgive Dr Mahathir for vigorously attenpting to stop his
unscrupul ous noney-deal i ngs.

According to news-agency reports, there were cheers for Soros fromthe
uni versity audi ence attending his talk i n Boston. And so do we renenber
I van Buesky, the great share price mani pul ator on Wl | Street who spoke at
graduat e cerenoni es at American colleges. Afilmtaken in one showed
students cheering and cl appi ng when he procl ai med, "G eed is good". He was
| at er exposed as a crook and jailed, and the story is recorded in the
Fi nanci al Ti mes.

If Soros and his cohorts have their way they woul d gobbl e up sone of the
banks and financial institutions here in the name of gl obalisation.

Sone aspects of globalisation are favoured i n Mal aysi a until, however,
they affect one's own rice bow . Noted recently was the stand of the
Mal aysi an Bar Council and the Mal aysi an Medi cal Associ ati on opposi ng
i beralisationof regulations affectingthe |l awand nmedi cal professions.

A Bernana report on it reads: "At a panel discussion, Bar Counci l
chai rman Datuk Dr Cyrus V. Das and MVA President Dr Lee Yan San voi ced
their opposition to Mal aysia opening up the two professions to full
foreign participation.”

A war ni ng was neverthel ess sounded by economi st Tan Sri Ranmon V.
Navarat namt hat | ocal | awers and doctors be prepared to conpete with
their foreign counterparts since globalisationcouldnot ultimtely be
st opped.

(Resi sted by nenbers of the | egal profession in Sarawak and Sabah
recently were calls for Peninsular Mal aysi an | awyers to practice freely in
both States).

Q her aspects of the | aw are reveal ed follow ng the detention of former
Chi | ean President General Augusto Pinochet for possible extraditionto
Spai n on charges of crinmes said to be committed during his rule. The
arrest was carried out while he was undergoi ng nedi cal treatnent.

Surprising, therefore, was a demand nmade by two human rights
organi sations while 34 African heads of states attended a French-Africa
sunmit in Paris recently. In effect they had asked t he French gover nment
to begin crimnal proceedings agai nst President Laurent Kabila of the
Denocrati c Republic of Congo, al so present at the sumit.

According to the two groups, the Internati onal Federation of Human
Ri ghts Leagues and the French League for the Defence of Human Ri ghts,
Kabila's forces had conmtted torture and other crimnal acts.

Areply to their demand cane fromthe French Mnister in charge of
relations with African countries, Charles Josselin. He reni nded t hat
Kabi |l a enj oyed i mmunity "accorded to heads of states while in office".

A question asked then is whether Kabila coul d be detained after he



retires and thereafter be i nvestigated and accused on charges brought by
non- gover nment al organi sati ons? Wul d there be problens i f ex-President
Suharto travel s to Germany or Hol Il and? And woul d not hi ng happen if rulers
of former apartheid regimes in South Africa conme a-visiting?

Reveal i ng t oo was the adnmi ssion by French Prime M nister Lionel Jospin
during the French-Africa summit. He had told African | eaders that the old
days when France used to send in paratroopers and the Foreign Legion to
prop up "friendly dictators” were gone forever. As previous
adm ni strations di d when supporting Latin American dictators.

Related to all this was the decision of the British government for the
early rel ease of convicted Irish Republican Arny crimnals. This was done
because wi der reasons of Irish policy were deened to requireit. It has to
do with the peace agreenent on Northern Irel and.

Coming to the fore in Malaysia now are matters deemed contenpt of court.
Sone 300 | awyers gathered recently in front of the Federal Court Buil di ng
to show support for | awyer Zai nur Zakaria. He had been sentenced to three
nonths' jail by Justice Datuk S. Augustine Paul after he refused to
apol ogi se for filing an application on behalf of Anwar to renmove two
seni or prosecuting counsel inthetrial. Zainur's jail sentence was stayed
pendi ng appeal

The | awyers wore white ribbons signifying truth and justice on the
| apel s of their jackets and bl ouses during the gathering. Question: is it
normal for | awers to denpnstrate after a judge's deci sion on a contenpt
of court case?

Sone 70 | awyers | ater called for an extraordi nary general neeting of the
Mal aysi an Bar Counci |l .

I n anot her case, however, | awyer Manjeet Singh Dhillon escaped cont enpt
pr oceedi ngs when he apol ogi sed i n court. Paul accepted his apol ogy wi t hout
reservation and cormended Manj eet for being "brave and bol d' enough to
apol ogi se.

As they say in American novies: next case.

( END)



	Of matters political and legal (NST 11/12/1998)

