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JITRA, Fri. - The nation's strong econonic growh i s proof of the
efficiency of its adm nistration, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d
t oday.

Citing the poor standard of Iiving before I ndependence, the Prinme
M ni ster sai d the peopl e had al so contri buted towards t he devel opnent.

"For 40 years we have worked together to develop this country w t hout
any foreign help.

"We worked together to make this country a respectable and a node
nation for other countries,”" Dr Mahathir said at the opening of the Jitra
Tenaga Nasi onal bui |l di ng.

He sai d al t hough sone countries had secured i ndependence earlier than
Mal aysi a, nmost of themhad yet to enjoy as nuch success as Ml aysi a.

"We have proven to the world that we are abl e to devel op our country
wi t hout foreign help," he added.

Dr Mahat hir said the efficiency of the Governnent's adni nistration and
t he support of the people were crucial to Mal aysia's progress

This was exenplified by the Governnent's effort to check the poverty
rate in the 1970s, which has si nce been brought down to seven per cent
from50 per cent.

The Prime M nister also disnissed all egations that the current econonic
probl ens were caused by the inefficiency of the governnent administration

The country had in fact devel oped faster than sone States in Europe as a
result of its adnministration, he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the country's full enpl oynent situation and dependence
on forei gn workers al so spoke vol unes of its trenendous growth

He expressed appreciation to the people for their support to the
Government during the present difficulties.

Dr Mahat hir said the strong support of the people would prevent the
country from bei ng re-col oni sed.

Later, the Prinme M nister joined hundreds of Miuslins to break fast in
t he compound of the buil ding.

Al so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Menter
Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and his wife Puan Seri Ni|la | nangda Manyam
Keumal a, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mand Tenaga
Nasi onal executive chairman Datuk Dr Tajuddin Ali

Later, Dr Siti Hasmah, who is the Association of Wves of Mnisters and
Deputy M nisters (Bakti) president, presented Hari Raya goodi es and ot her
gifts to the needy in the Kubang Pasu district.

Dr Mahat hir al so joi ned shoppers at Pekan Rabu who were | ooking for
goodi es for the cel ebration.

Acconpani ed by Dr Siti Hasmah, he stopped at the three-storey conplex in
the heart of Alor Star for 30 minutes of shopping.

Traders and custoners ali ke paused to speak to the Prime M nister as he
visited stalls selling buka puasa fare, clothes and craft.

Dr Mahat hir stopped at several stalls to buy traditional kueh, nangka
madu (jackfruit) or just to speak to the traders.

The Prine Mnister and Dr Siti Hasmah al so col | ected nine types of kueh
worth RML, 170 t hey had ordered fromtheir regul ar store operated by 80-
year-ol d Al shah Mat.
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