15/ 05/ 1998
Dr Msays his inpressions of Sudan have been changed after visit

Syed Nadzri in Khartoum Sudan
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said his inpressions of
Sudan have changed.

"There has been trenendous progress in Sudan. | have come here for the
first tine and what | have seen has changed ny past inpressions of this
country,” he said in an inpronptu speech after receiving an honorary
Doctorate of Law fromthe University of Khartoumat a cerenpony |ast night.

Dr Mahathir said even the International Mnetary Fund had acknow edged
t he progress nade by Sudan

"(I M- managi ng director) M chel Candessus told ne the | MF was i npressed
with the achi evenents of Sudan," said Dr Mahathir, who spoke at an out door
cerermony held on the university's grounds.

He said he had great respect for Sudan which, |ike Ml aysia, is
predominantly Muslim multi-racial, multi-religious and practi ses
religious tol erance.

"I have seen churches here al ongside with nbosques. This is the greatness
of Islamwhich teaches Miuslins to respect the religions of others."

"The propaganda that there is religious intolerance in Sudan is one of
the many untruths | amdiscovering here," said Dr Mahathir, who earlier
held tal ks with President Hassan Ahned Al Bashir at the Republican Pal ace.

Presi dent Bashir set aside protocol to personally greet the Prine
M ni ster upon his arrival at the Khartoum|nternational Airport yesterday
fromCairo where he attended the just-concluded summt neeting of G oup of
15 devel opi ng countri es.

Fromthe airport, the Sudanese head of state, an arny general who cane
to power after a coup in 1989, also personally "ushered" Dr Mahathir to
his suite at the KhartoumH Iton, where the Prine Mnister's entourage is
st ayi ng.

Dr Mahat hir began his second day in Sudan today by neeting First Vice
President Ali OGsnan Mbhanmad Taha, and later with President of the National
Assenbly (Parlianment) and Secretary of the National Congress Hassan Al
Tur abi .

Dr Mahathir then met another key figure in the Sudanese governnent, Dr
Ri ak Machar, who is chairman of the Southern Co-ordination Council

Dr Machar for many years was declared Sudan's "Public Eneny Nunber One"
when he led a rebel faction in the South Sudan, is now an Assistant to the
Sudanese President after the signing a peace agreenent endi ng four decades
of civil war in the country.

The agreenent grants South Sudan the right to self- deternmination, to be
exerci sed through the internationally-observed referendumbefore the end
of four-year interimgovernnent.

"Now the reasons for war no | onger hold and we are resol ving our
probl ens t hrough di al ogue and negoti ations. Wth peace prevailing in
Sudan, denocracy shall thrive, respects for human rights and freedom shal
be the norm"

"Sudan is vast and borders nine countries and its stability is vital for
regional peace in Africa and the Mddle East," Dr Machar said in a recent
intervieww th the Sudanese nmagazi ne, Sudanow.

Later today, Dr Mahathir will be interviewed by the | ocal official nedia
before neeting sonme 60 Mal aysi an students here pursuing nostly Islamc
st udi es.

In the evening, he will hold a dial ogue with Sudanese intellectuals,



schol ars and parlianentari ans and speak at a di nner hosted by the Sudanese
Feder ati on of Enpl oyers.

Meanwhi |l e, the Khartoum H Iton on the bank of the Blue Nile, the city's
only international -class hotel, is holding a tw-week Ml aysi an food
festival to take advantage of the presence of nany Ml aysi ans, including
busi nessnen acconpanying the Prine Mnister.
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