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O tall tales, current social ills and the role of a newspaper

Mazl an Nordi n

AS a cardi nal rule, newspapers nust not ignore what they do not |ike or
find distasteful. This was once the advice givento journalists with the
added remi nder that it would not do to wite belated reports on the
subsequent reaction, confirmation or denial.

The rule still applies. Thus it was that there were no news reports
about a series of |lectures by a young i mamclai mng to have wi t nessed t he
burial of a man turned into a pig after becom ng apostate. Cassettes of
his lectures were |later sold here and there.

The matter cane to light only after thorough i nvestigations by the
Depart ment of | sl am c Devel opnment (Jabat an Kenaj uan | sl amMal aysi a or
Jaki m), the Sel angor |slam c Religious Departnment and the police after
nunerous enquiries frommenbers of the public. The claimwas totally fal se
and no such t hi ng happened, Jakimsaid in a statenent thereafter

The imam an assistant at the State Mdsque in Shah Alam has since been
di smi ssed and i s now banned fromgi ving religious talks in Sel angor. The
announcenent was nmade by Sel angor Menteri Besar Dat uk Abu Hassan Onar.

It remains to be seen whether other States too will inpose the ban. As a
witer was to comment |ater, the "the Malay conmunity has to accept the
fact that sonme of its nmenbers are so gullible and naive as to believe such
atall story"

Still renenbered is the story which spread after |ast year's haj
pi | gri mage about a shopkeeper from Kel antan said to have changed into an
ani mal because he had cheated his custoners. This too was deni ed by
religious authorities.

Posed i s the question why such preposterous stories circul ate anong
Mal ays only and not in other Mislimconmunities.

Al so nentioned by Dat uk Abu Hassan is that religious authorities are
i nvestigating 58 deviationist groups in the State. Co-operation was,

t herefore, sought fromnosques, suraus, district and security conmmttees
and menbers of the public.

As has al so been said a newspaper reflects the society that it serves,
its nores and norns, all show ng conmon i mages of thenselves. Clearly
noted then i n Mal ay newspapers these days i s the wi de coverage on soci al
probl ems anong yout hs

Revealing is the call that has been nade by an Umo Youth division in
Penang to government departnments, non-governnental organisations and the
private sector to organi se "penance rallies" (mgjlis bertaubat) at State,
district and kanpung | evel s.

Reported earlier was a story on Kel antan recording the second hi ghest
nunber of new dadah addicts in the country, after Selangor, |ast year
Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat said this was due to
its location near the Thai border and influence of addict friends.

Ni k Azi z, Kel antan Pemadam patron, sai d al t hough border checks were
stringent the nenace could still not be checked particularly anong
fishernen. "The fishermen | eave and enter freely and it is difficult for
the authorities to frisk all the fishernen when they return fromtheir
fishing trips." He was speaking after attending the Nati onal Pemadam
conference in Shah Al am

FromAl or Star comes the disclosure that inthe first six nonths of this
year, the nunber of addicts arrested has increased by 50 per cent. Sone
3,000 addi cts have been detai ned fromJanuary till June conpared to 1, 994



for the sane period | ast year. Mst of themwere aged between 17 and 30.

Rel ated to this was the earlier coverage in al nost all newspapers about
young boys and girls being detained in Alor Star after indulging in sex
orgi es and dadah-related activities. A nassive canpaign to check socia
probl ens has been | aunched by t he Kedah State Governnent.

Publ i shed in Utusan Mal aysia earlier this week was a long article by an
official fromthe Musli mLawers Associ ation on the ranm fications of such
a canpaign. It noted that the Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, had
asked the police to conduct raids on shopping malls to curb loafing. Firm
action woul d al so be taken agai nst owners of prem ses used for such
activities.

Posed by the associ ati on were questions relating to the legality and
| egitimacy of actions to be taken, and about civil rights. Some exanpl es:

* Two mal e youths are in a fast-food outlet and there is no signto
i ndi cate they are dadah addi cts. Coul d bot h he detai ned and brought to the
police station for questioning?

* Three girls are in a cybercafe surfing the Internet and there is
nothing to show that they are involved in untoward activities. Wuld they
be brought also to the station for questioni ng?

* Two young coupl es are in a shoppi ng conpl ex, chatting and gossi pi ng.
There is nothing to indicate they are bohsia or bohjan. Have the police
the power to bring themto the station for interrogation?

* A group of youths are in a shopping centre after |unch, eating and
dri nki ng, w ndow shoppi ng or just gossiping along the corridors. Could the
police order all to enter a police truck and be brought to the station for
questioni ng?

At heart is the issue of civil rights as guaranteed by the Constitution
and whet her in the circunstanced descri bed there is "probabl e cause" for
certain action. Gtherwise, thereis the possibility of charges of "fal se
i mprisonment" bei ng brought agai nst the authorities.

Last, and certainly not least, is a news itemin Berita Harian from
Kl ang. The Sel angor |slam c Religious Departnent is planning to use an
al cohol detection device naned Al coneter SD-400 P. It would be used to
ascertain whether a Muslimhas taken liquor. This is in accordance with an
enact nent passed by the Sel angor State Assenbly.

A depart nent spokesman expl ai ned t hat procedures on its use woul d be
presented to the Islam c Council for approval and enforced begi nni ng next
year.

Anong questi ons posed i s whether there are that many Muslins i n Sel angor
drinking liquor to the extent that such a device is to be used. And
whet her other States will do |ikew se | ater

Surely asked is the order of priority set by those in charge of
religious matters. Does the |list of don'ts supersede that of things which
shoul d be done - the do's. Inthis context, the role of religious teachers
and preachers is inportant.

Consi stent and persistent has been the call fromPrine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for Muslins to take greater interest in science
and technol ogy in order to be as advanced as peopl e i n devel oped nati ons.
As he said it, science is not secul ar

Publ i shed recently was |sl anmi c Teaching: An Overvi ew by Ayatol | ah Sayyed
Mohanmmad Husayn Tabat abai' e, a noted schol ar. Mentioned was t hat after
studyi ng Arabic and | sl anic jurisprudence for sone 10 years, foll owed by
si x years study in phil osophy he was advi sed to study mat hemati cs,
anal ytical reasoning and geonetry.

Not fromsuch a schol ar inbibing matters al so scientific would there be
a story about a dead body turning into an ani ral .

( END)






	Of tall tales, current social ills and the role of a newspaper (NST 17/07/1998)

