27/ 09/ 1998

O unity and nationhood

TO borrow Di ckens' immortal |ines, "These are the worst of tines and t he
best of times." Just as there are blessings torejoicein and victory to
cel ebrate, there are nonentous events in our national life that test the
cohesi veness of our social fabric and nati onhood.

The bl essings and events vary - the econom c crisis, the sweet success
of the 16th Conmonweal th Ganes, the bounty of Nature that brought prices
of vegetables down, the lowering of interest rates which brought much
cheer to the dispirited busi ness comunity, the inpendi ng t enpestuous La
Ni na, the shock and relief of the country's econonic revival neasures and
nore recently, the sacking of forner Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Ser
Anwar | brahi m

The yin and the yang. Thus, all of us flit between bouts of
i ntrospection and specul ati on as we are, sonetinmes simultaneously and
intermttently, gripped by anxi eties and el ati on, despair and hope. Sore
find ourselves groping to know the full sense and neani ng of these trying
times and sone, particularly those raised inthe shadows of colonialism
sunmon the instructive experience of the past and regard themas the
travails of our pilgrinmge froma shackled nation to a greater destiny or
as Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir expressed it in a poemsone tine
ago, "...perjuangan kita bel umsel esai (our struggleis far fromover)..."

But one conmonal ity weaving t he events, good or bad, in these trying
times is the unity of the people. The resounding cry of Ml aysia Boleh in
many nati onal endeavours fromthe M Everest clinbing expeditionto the
Conmmonweal th Games stenmmed fromthe belief that as | ong as we are united
we can stand tall and achi eve anyt hing. When this rallying cry was first
uttered by Dr Mahathir, it stirred the national soul and it roused the
| atent spark in each of us which blaze as part of the patriotic flame. The
success of the recent Ganes reflects the depth of our unity - one which
evolves as a result of shared joys and sorrows through generati ons.

It isaunity that refuses to be dismantl ed by t he pressures brought
about by the currency crisis and the subsequent econoni ¢ downturn. In a
wor | d wher e fund managers becone judge and jury of governnents' econormic
and financial policies, we refuse to succunb to their unfair demands and
conproni se on our independence - even though it nmeans enduring a litany of
economi ¢ woes or being condemed as a pariah nation

The underlying | esson is instructive. Turbulent times neans tenporary
ail ment but we are willing to nake sacrifices for the national good. A
nation lives in the consci ousness of the people. Qur nationhood, the
shared and col | ecti ve sumof experiences and hopes of the rakyat, depends
on how we respond to the events in good and bad times. Such unity should
not be taken for granted.

We shoul d not all ow oursel ves to be beguil ed by one nan's quest for
sel f-glory and seduced by sycophants. It is only fromw thin, anmong
oursel ves, that factions will be stirred and stability endangered. The
nobl e cause for comon good can be drowned by the fervent cries of those,
anong us, whose feverish desires for personal advancenents threatento
tear asunder the unity of the people.

W are fortunate that our Governnment has not denoni sed the poor, divided
the races or worshi ped the market at the expense of social justice. There
is no reason to doubt the Governnent's notives. Purity of politica
nmotives is judged by the degree to which leaders will, in all actions, put



t he best interest of the nation and its peopl e above everything el se. The
common good has al ways been the unifying principleinour national life.

Yet there are still people out there who want to nmake trouble. They nust
ask themselves: In flouting the [ aw and order, how do they serve nati onal
i nterest and t he comon good? In inciting unrest, how do they advance the
common good? Surely, sour vengeance shoul d not repl ace keen judgenment and
sanity.

( END)
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