13/ 08/ 1998
PM Stay focused on training, wnning nedals

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
asked Mal aysia conpetitors to the Commonweal th Games to concentrate fully
on training and not be distracted by irrelevant issues from now on.

Making it clear this was not the time to sulk or to threaten to pull out
as the interests of the nation were paranmount, Dr Mahathir said athletes
should listen to their coaches and focus on physical and rental
preparati ons.

"If there is a need to train 10 tines a day, let's doit," he told the
Mal aysi an conti ngent before handi ng over the Jalur Gemilang to chef-de-

m ssi on Datuk Khalid Yunus at Stadium Putra in Bukit Jalil

The Prime M nister touches on the inportance of intensive training nmany
times in his speech, saying it was particularly inportant since Malaysia's
nmedal prospects were confined to a few events.

"As Ml aysi ans, we nust uphold the inage of the country and stay focused
on wi nning nedals for the country".

Expl ai ni ng that individuals were not inportant as was the case with
one's colour, Dr Mahathir alluded to how bl ack athl etes were dom nating
the world's track events.

Li ke wise, their fans too did not | ook at their col our.

The Prime M nister said on his part, he would attend as nmany events at
the Ganmes as possi bl e.

Yout h and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin presented Dr Mahathir
with a replica of a Conmmonwealth Ganes "gol d nmedal "

The Prime M nister was al so presented with a track-top for the Ganes by
Ghazali Harun of Leopex Sporting Goods, and the signatures of five mllion
Mal aysi a showi ng their support for the Commobnweal th Games by Nestle
Products managi ng director Ajit Saran.
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