20/ 03/ 1998
PM Goh to jointly open Second Link on April 18

Wendy Lim

THE second Mal aysi a- Si ngapore crossing will be jointly opened next nonth
by the Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and hi s Si ngapore
counterpart Goh Chok Tong.

The openi ng cerenony, which is schedul ed for April 18, was agreed by
both prem ers, Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel |l u sai d yest erday.

Si ngapore and Mal aysia jointly devel oped t he second crossing with the
Republic building 0.3kmstretch of a 2kmbridge at a cost of S$600 nillion
(S$1 = RVR.29). Malaysia built the other 1.7km including a six-Ilane
hi ghway |inking the bridge to the North-South Expressway at a cost of
RML. 2 billion.

The Second Li nk connecti ng Tanjung Kupang i n Johor and Tuas in Si ngapore
was opened to public on January 2 but toll collection only began on
Tuesday.

Mal aysia is charging RM4. 80 for cars, RML1. 40 for vans and snal
lorries, RMR5.50 for biglorries and trailers, RW. 10 for taxis, RWVB.20
for buses and RML for notorcycl es.

The rates were 25 per cent to 48 per cent | ower than those originally
proposed i n the agreenent with t he proj ect devel oper and concessionaire,

Li nkedua (M Sdn Bhd.

Si ngapore's toll charges for the Second Li nk are S$0. 50 for notorcycl es,
S$2.50 for cars, S$6 for vans/small lorries, S$12 for big lorries, S$2 for
taxi s and S$3 for buses.

Asked if there will be arevisiontothe toll rates after protests from
transport conpanies, Sany Vellu said "there is no proposal to reduce the
toll rates.”

He spoke to reporters after w tnessing the signing of agreenment for the
privatization of nanagenent of Federal government conmon-user buildings in
Kual a Lunpur.

Busi nesses, he said, nmight even make better profits with faster
turnaround tinme as the Second Link is accessi ble, confortable and faster

"It takes about three hours fromJohor Baru to Singapore on the old road
but only 20 m nutes using the newlink," he said.

The Governnment will al so be spendi ng about RVAO nmillion to i mprove the
conditions of the roads fromKulai to Johor Baru.

"We are buil ding some interchanges such as i n Tanpoi. The sign boards
will also be inproved as there are places where there are i nadequate
directions | eading to Kual a Lunpur or into the highways fromsnall towns
near by, " he said, adding that there are no plans to i ncrease the toll
rates on the first |ink.
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