05/ 11/ 1998
One Saturday a nonth off day for schools, too

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Al schools will be directed not to carry out extra-
curricular activities on the Saturday which will be decl ared a hol i day
each nonth, Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak sai d today.

The directive, to be issued through circulars soon, will be effective
from next year.

He said this was to enabl e students, their parents and teachers to
indul ge in rest and recreation.

"Such a nmove will also help boost |ocal tourism" Najib said after his
M ni stry's post-Cabi net neeti ng.

Currently, schools carry out extra-curricular activities on Saturdays.
This will require the students and teachers invol ved to be present.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, when presenting the 1999
Budget, had decl ared one Saturday in a nonth a holiday for civil servants.

The Public Service Departnment will deci de by the end of the year whet her
t he Saturday woul d be at the begi nning or end of the nonth.

On another matter, Najib urged local private institutions of higher
| earning to set up their own agenci es abroad to pronote their respective
cour ses.

This, he said, was because the M nistry had recei ved i nfornmati on that
some agents operating abroad to pronote educational opportunities in
Mal aysi a were cheating those keen to study here.

"W have been tol d that there are such unscrupul ous agents in Beijing.
They char ge each student between US$2, 000 ( RM7, 600) and US$3, 000 wi t h
fal se prom ses of places at private colleges in Mal aysia," he said, adding
t hat the agents were Chi nese nationals.

Naj i b sai d such agents tarnished the i mage of the country and was a
"slap in the face" in Malaysia's quest to be a centre of educati onal
excel | ence.

"This is why local private colleges should set up their own recruiting
agenci es abroad. However, only those col |l eges authorised by the Mnistry
torecruit foreign students can set up the agencies.” He said the Mnistry
woul d nmoni tor the situation.

On the Chi nese students who had been cheated, Najib said those w thout
the proper qualifications would not be given places at the private
col | eges in question.

On his recent visit to Mel bourne and Sydney, he said he nmet with
Australian | eaders and Mal aysi an students there.

"I briefed themon the political and economni c devel opnents i n Mal aysi a
and inforned themthat there was no cause for concern."”

( END)



	One Saturday a month off day for schools, too (NST 05/11/1998)

