11/ 04/ 1998

On-line discussion forumfor applicants

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Fromtoday, potential applicants of the M crosoft-New
Straits Times Young Programmers Club (MyPC) will be able to participatein
an on-line discussion forumavail able on MyPC nmicrosite hosted on the New
Straits Tinmes Press Interactive (NSTPi) Wb site ww. nstpi.com ny.

Derri k Khoo, MyPC creator and President/CEO of MSC status conpany Brave
& Bol d Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Patimas Conmputers Bhd, said many people
were still not very clear of what MyPC was al | about.

"At this forumwe will have plenty to tal k about and share. W woul d
like to encourage forumparticipants to not just ask questions but al so
share with us their ideas and what they are currently working on,
programm ng-wi se that is."

He said earlier inquiries about MyPC have centred on questions rel ating
to the conponents of the programe.

MyPC, he said, was not a typical software application course. The
programe requires its menbers to | earn under the watchful eyes of a
ment or .

"For want of a better way to describe it, MyPCis an apprenticeship in
programming. It is nore than | earning theories fromtextbooks. It will be
a hands-on | earni ng experience for successful applicants," he said.

In addition, he said My\PC s nmentors woul d consi st of qualified
devel opers in the various Information Technol ogy fiel ds such as
net wor ki ng, dat abase, and application devel opnent.

Menmbers, he said, woul d be gi ven special assignnents on their
intellectual, analytical and progranmmi ng skills. The curricul umwoul d
i ncl ude both programi ng and non-programing activities to ensure the
menbers are well-bal anced both in the technical and non-technical areas.

"Part of MYPC s goal is to cultivate an all-rounder. The aimfor M/PC
remai ns steadfast, that is to harness the best programming talents inthis
country," added Khoo.

He said MyPC was dedi cated to young children with an interest and
talent in progranm ng.

However, he said, the willingness to work hard, not just at progranm ng,
was just as inportant.

The progranme, he added, was to test not only the nenbers' skills but
al so their conmtment.

MyPC was | aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and
M crosoft chairman and CEOBill Gates on March 18. As at 4pmtoday, total
applications stood at 1, 746.
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