07/ 02/ 1998
Only one hotel to quote roomrates in US$

Ei r mal asar e Bani

ONLY one out of 70 hotels which will be providi ng acconmodation for the
Conmonweal th Games in Septenber this year will quoteits roomrates in US
dollars. The other 69 hotels, have agreed to deal in the I ocal currency.

These hotel s, which signed an agreenent in 1996 with the Sukom
Acconmmodat i on Bureau (SAB) for the provision of roons during the Ganes,
were given the choice to quote their prices either inringgit or US
dol | ars.

As such, Culture, Arts and TourismM ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k sai d
he does not understand why the nove by the hotel, whichis quotingits
rates in US dollars, is being questioned.

"An agreenent has been signed ... at that tinme, at an exchange rate of
around RVM2.5 to US$1. | don't see it as a problem™ he told reporters in
Kual a Lunpur yesterday after |aunching the Langkawi Cel ebrity Go-Karting
event.

He was asked to comment on the call for local hotels to quote their
rates inringgit instead of foreign currencies.

SAB i s responsi ble to provi de between 8,000 and 9, 000 roons in the Kl ang
Val | ey and Langkawi to accomobdat e t our operators, broadcasters, sponsors,
the nedia, dignitaries and officials of the 1998 Conmonweal t h Ganes.

Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Bhd's conmuni cati ons director, Tunku Mazi ah Mukht ar
said the conpany is still hol ding discussions with the hotel concerned.

"Wt are talking to them Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
has recently announced that al though price quotations are nade in dollars,
t he payment nust be done in ringgit.

I"msure the particular hotel will take note of the statenent,"” she
sai d.

She sai d when conpared with hotel s overseas, Malaysia still offers the
| owest rates.

Citing an exanple, she said four-star hotels in Atlanta during the
O ynpics inthe USin 1996 were charging very high rates al though some
were of the same standards as the smal |l er Mal aysi an hotel s.

"Hot el s have their peak and | ow seasons. W agreed on a standard rate
when the agreement was signed with the hotels. It is not the same as the
rates offered to guests now, " she said.

She said the conpany does not want to tell the hotels to reduce their
rate as it would be unfair on them

Tunku Mazi ah said sone of the hotels have secured nore than 50 per cent
booki ngs for the Ganes.
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