28 AUG 1998
Ganes- r ehear sal
ONLY SELECTED GROUPS ALLOWED FOR FI NAL REHEARSAL

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 28 (Bernama) -- The full-dress rehearsal of the
openi ng cerenony of the 16th Commonweal th Games on Sept 9 at the Nationa
Stadiumin Bukit Jalil here is not open to the public, said Youth and
Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin here today.

However, only sel ected groups, including people directly involved in
the Ganes, would he allowed to have a preview of the opening cerenony which
will be witnessed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

Muhyi ddin said fam |y nmenbers of the Ganes' vol unteers, people invol ved
in the show and ot her dedi cated groups woul d be given a pass each to watch
t he rehearsal

"The nmedia would al so be allowed to cone for the rehearsal but are
prohi bited fromtaki ng photographs or recording the event on video canera,"”
Muhyi ddin told reporters after opening the Games Village at Bukit Jali
here.

He sai d about 90, 000 passes woul d be issued for the rehearsal

"I amgiving a rem nder that the full-dress rehearsal is not for the
public. We cannot open the rehearsal to the public because the denmand woul d
be great," he said.

On the idea to confine the final rehearsal to a select group of people,
Muhyi ddi n said the opening cerenony on Sept 11 woul d have several el enment
of surprises and the general public should not mss the "once in alife
time event at their door-step.”

Tickets for the five-and-a-hal f-hour opening cerenmony on Sept 11 are
priced between RM30 and RWMA50 each.

The Ganes are scheduled from Sept 11 to 21
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