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One- st op shi ppi ng agency soon

Kang Si ew Li

LOCAL i nporters and exporters will need to deal with only one agency in
t he near future when they encounter probl ens shi ppi ng goods t hrough I ocal
ports.

This is because the Government will be setting up a one-stop agency to
handl e probl ens relating to the | ocal shipping industry.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the Cabi net agreed
on Wednesday to set up the agency as part of efforts to encourage | ocal
importers and exporters to ship their goods through Port Kl ang.

"Comnittee nmenbers of the new one-stop agency will conprise officials
fromthe Transport Mnistry, International Trade and I ndustry M nistry and
Treasury," he told reporters after hol di ng an hour-1ong dial ogue with
nmenbers of the Ml aysi an- Swedi sh Busi ness Associ ati on at Westport in Port
Kl ang yest er day.

He said the Treasury has been roped in to run the one-stop agency since
t he Royal Custons and Exci se Departnent and the | mm grati on Depart nent
fall under its jurisdiction.

"W will now get the respective secretaries-general of the mnistries to
quickly sit down and draw up the structure of the new agency.

"They wi || deci de whether they want to pl ace one of the three ninisters
(Dr Ling, International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z and Second Fi nance M ni st er Dat uk Must apa Mohaned) to head t he new
agency or the ministers should co-chair and sit on the conmittee once
every six nonths.

"They will al so deci de who shoul d be responsi bl e for the day-to-day
runni ng of the one-stop-agency," he said.

Dr Ling said it is unlikely that non-government bodies, such as the
Federati on of Mal aysi an Manuf acturers and t he Mal aysi an Nati onal Shi ppi ng
Council, will be included as conmittee menbers in the new agency.

"If they (non-governnent bodi es) have problenms or find ways to i nprove
the |l ocal shipping industry, they can approach t hi s new agency wi t hout
needing to sit on the committee.

"The agency is a solution-finding body and therefore should only
conpri se governnent agencies," he added.

The idea to set up a one-stop agency to address probl ens associated with
the [ ocal shipping industry was first proposed by Associ ated Chi nese
Chanbers of Conmerce and I ndustry of Mal aysia secretary-general, Tan Sri
Soong Si ew Hoong, at | ast Saturday's di al ogue between representati ves of
t he shi pping i ndustry and t he Gover nment .

The neeting was chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

Dr Ling also said to date, there are five inland contai ner depots (ICDs)
inthe country, which are interlinked with the main ports either by road
or rail service.

"The I CDs are |l ocated in I poh, Nilai, Padang Besar, Sadao (Thail and) and
Seganmat," he said, adding that the Segamat inland port in Johor will be
ready for operations on Decenber 15.

Dr Ling said | CDs are i nportant for investors "because sonehow or ot her,
they want to be located close to the ports to facilitate shipping of their
goods".

"This was evident in the past when investors would build their factories
in places such as Butterworth, Mak Mandin, Prai, Shah Alam Kl ang or Pasir



Gudang whi ch are situated near the main ports.

"However, with the exi stence of ICDs in places such as | poh, it has
since become one of the preferred | ocati ons anong i nvestors, " he said.

On the RM383 nmillion railway project |inking Westport to North Port in
Port Kl ang, Dr Ling said there have been sone delays and it is expected to
begi n operations next January, instead of on Decenber 8 this year.
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