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PM Everybody's responsibility to ensure peace, harmony in country

Ashraf Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - It is the responsibility of all Ml aysians to ensure
that there is peace and harnony in the country at all tines, Prinme

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today.

Mal aysi ans have been able to Iive confortably because political
stability, peace, harnony and racial tol erance have enabl ed themto earn a
decent living, he added.

The peopl e, he said, should be thankful for this because if the nation
was not peaceful and there were riots or fights, they would not be able to
earn an i ncone. He al so sai d Mal aysi ans of various races were able to co-
operate and resol ve probl ens or mi sunder st andi ngs ami cabl y.

"I'n a peaceful country like Malaysia, we can live in confort, we can
work and earn a living fromour efforts," he said when flaggi ng off 1, 500
participants in the Duta Run, held in conjunction with the 16th
Comonweal t h Ganes whi ch begi ns on Fri day.

The 2.8kmrun, participated by taxi and bus drivers in the Kl ang Vall ey
and their famlies, started and ended at Hentian Duta, in Jalan Duta. It
was or gani sed by t he Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nistry.

Dr Mahathir said in Ml aysia anyone could earn nore if they put nore
effort.

"But because of the disparity in the inconme earned by the various races,
t he governnent had to give attention to the Bum puteras so that they too
could participateinall fields and catch up with the others," he added.

On the Ganmes, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi ans shoul d show the worl d t hat
t hey were capabl e of hosting such a big international neet so that the
visitors would return home with sweet nenories of the country.

About 6,000 athl etes and officials from70 Conmonweal th countries are
expected to participate inthe Ganes. Dr Mahathir said visitors to the
Ganes woul d want to visit Malaysia againif they were treated well and
this would benefit all parties.

"Every tine they come, bus and hired-car drivers will al so nake sone
profits, the country will profit and we will all share the fruit of our
efforts.”

On Hentian Duta, Dr Mahathir said he was satisfied with the conditions
at the bus and taxi termnal which was built in quick tine to overcone the
probl em of public transport to the Kual a Lunpur International Airport in
Sepang.

The run was al so held to pronote the termnal. Al so present were the
Prime Mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, and
Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Dat uk Must apa Mohaned.
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