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Abdul | ah- Si ngapor e
M S| A- SI NGAPORE FACTOR CAN BOOST ECONOM C RECOVERY, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi a- Si ngapore partnership
whi ch took off to new heights recently can play a catalytic role in hel ping
to bring about regional econom c recovery, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi sai d.

Thi s was because the two nations were very active tradi ng partners not
only within Asean but also in global ternms as Ml aysia and Si ngapore
bel onged to the top 20 nations in the international trade ranking, he said.

"Qur cooperation in the areas of banking and finance, investnent and
nmore inportantly, in regional intra-trade, will be a positive contribution
to regional econonmic recovery,"” he was quoted as saying in the April issue
of the "Smart Investor" magazi ne.

In its cover story on "Ml aysi a-Si ngapore Rel ations: Prosper Thy
Nei ghbour ", the bi-nonthly magazi ne quoted Abdul | ah as saying in an
i nterview that Ml aysia-Si ngapore trade partnership within Asean could be a
maj or factor within the framework of Asean intra-trade which was bei ng
i npl enent ed vi gor ously now.

Abdul | ah said this when asked about the opportunities for econonic
cooperati on betwen Ml aysia and Singapore in the context of the current
regi onal economic situation

The mnister said he saw the future bilateral relations as being nore
dynam ¢ and woul d certainly contribute to enhancing the economc rol e of
the two countries in Asean and perhaps gl obal ly.

Asean groups Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Mannar, the
Phi i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

He said both Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad and his
Si ngapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong, in their bilateral neeting recently,
had enphasi sed that the phil osophy whi ch shoul d govern Ml aysi a- Si ngapore
ties should be "prosper thy nei ghbour".

"It is going to create a win-win situation for both," he said, adding
that at the sane tine, Ml aysia and Singapore had al ready di scussed the
possibility of both countries joining forces for investnment in third
countri es.

Dr Mahathir and Goh had neet on several occasions this year. Goh al so
visited Mal ayia on Feb 20 and on April 18 when the two | eaders jointly
opened t he Mal aysi a- Si ngapore Second Crossing in Johor

Asked how the bilateral negotiations between Dr Mahat hir and CGoh
proceeded, Abdull ah said he was very happy to note that the two | eaders
carried out their negotiations in an atnosphere of goodw Il and friendship.

"Anyone who saw themfor the first time would get the inpression that
that they are two friends.

"Al'l of us who were present during the bilateral negotiations had a
feeling that this nmeeting marked a begi nning of another phase of
Mal aysi a- Si ngapore rel ati ons based on goodwi || and a spirit of cooperation
-- and nore inmportantly an enhanced awareness that there is a very strong
and inextricabl e bondi ng between the countries as governnents and peoples,”
Abdul I ah sai d.

The m ni ster said Ml aysi a- Si ngapore rel ati ons were speci al because the
two countries shared certain parts of their history such as comon
political experience, econom c problens, admnistrative and | egal systens
and devel oprment experi ence.

"There is a great deal of interest in Ml aysia anong Singaporeans. Many



Si ngaporeans have their relatives living in Ml aysia and vice-versa... Sone
of my friends in Singapore tell me that their children want to go to their

grandparents' place because there will be a |lot of durians, mangosteens and
per haps they can chase the chickens around the house.
"So there is this kind of enotional and psychol ogi cal |inkage. Wile we

are separate political entities, we are very closely linked by cul tural
social and famly ties,"” he added.
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