13 APR 1998
Law Puni shment
OPEN BURNI NG COURTS ASKED TO | MPCSE MAXI MUM SENTENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- The Science, Techol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nistry has sent an official letter to the Chief Justice of
t he Federal Court asking the courts to inpose the naxi rum RMLOO, 000 fi ne
and five years jail for all offences relating to open burning.

M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Ding said today he had al so sought the
cooperation of the Attorney-General to quickly bring cases involving open
burning to court for trial

"Stern action needs to be taken against offenders and we no | onger want
to just inpose conpounds for the offence.

"The Departnment of Environment (DOE) will investigate everyone
i nvol ved, be they the land owner or the one conmmtting the open burning and
bring themto court,” he told a news conference, here.

He said that if necessary, the nanes of the culprits would be
publicised to i npress upon the people that the governnment neant business.

"The Environnental Quality Act will also be anended if needed. This is
i nportant to enphasi se action and enforcenent concerning several issues to
suit the situation,” he said.

He al so said that the haze/burning operation which was started in the
Federal Territory and Sel angor |ast Wdnesday woul d be extended nati onw de
t onor r ow.

The operation is to detect open burning and vehicle snoke em ssion with
the help of the police air unit. The Fire and Rescue Departnent is also on
standby to spring into action when a fire is detected.

The DCE has set up 39 teanms to conduct patrols and will cooperate with
the Road Transport Departnment and police to nab vehicles that emt
excessi ve snoke.

Law said the DCE would send a daily report to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad who is very concerned about the matter and wants to
know the true situation nati onw de.

He said seven cases, including of open burning in estates and rubbi sh
dunps, were detected in the operation |ast Thursday.

So far, one case of open burning had been investigated and sent to the
Attorney-CGeneral for action and one nore was still under investigation, he
sai d.
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